
The Merchant of Venice 

Act 3 Scene 4 

Answer the following questions by referring to the quotation in each case.  

1. “Madam, although I speak it in your presence,  

You have a noble and true conceit 

Of godlike amity, which appears most strongly  

In bearing thus the absence of your Lord”. 

 

1.1. Who says these words? 

1.2. Who is he talking to? 

1.3. Who is the ‘absent’ lord that he speaks about? 

1.4. What is another word for ‘amity’? 

 

2. “Lorenzo, I commit into your hands 

The husbandry and manage of my house 

Until my lord’s return. For mine own part 

I have toward heaven breathed a secret vow 

To live in prayer and contemplation, 

Only attended by Nerissa here, 

Until her husband and my lord’s return. 

There is a monast’ry two miles off, 

And there we will abide.” 

 

2.1. What does Portia tell Lorenzo to do? 

2.2. For how long will he have to endure this task? 

2.3. What are Portia and Nerissa going to do in the Monastery? 

2.4. Who told Portia to do this? 

2.5. Rewrite the sentence: “And there we will abide”, in your own words. 

 

3. “Now, Balthazar, 

As I have ever found thee honest-true, 

So let me find thee still. Take this same letter, 

And use thou all th’endeavour of a man 



In speed to Padua. See thou render this  

Into my cousin’s hands, Doctor Bellario; 

And look what notes and garments he doth give thee  

Bring them, I pray thee, with imagined speed 

Unto the traject, to the common ferry 

Which trades to Venice. Waste no time in words 

But get thee gone. I shall be there before thee.” 

 

3.1. According to the text, does Portia trust Balthazar? Quote from the text to prove your 

answer. 

3.2. What must Balthazar take to Padua? 

3.3. Prove by using a quotation that Balthazar must not take his time. 

3.4. What relation is Doctor Bellario to Portia? 

3.5. What is the ‘traject’? 

3.6. What is Balthazar to do with the articles that Doctor Bellario gives him? 

3.7. What does Portia mean when she says: “I shall be there before thee” 

 

Act 3 scene 5 

1. This scene is a very comical one, filled with jokes that Launcelot makes. Shakespeare does 

this for a reason. Can you figure out what it is? 

2. In your own words, what is Jessica’s opinion of Portia? 

 


