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Mahatma Gandhi  
 

 Mohandas Gandhi was born in India in 1869.  The Indian people called him 
Mahatma, which means ‘the Great Soul’.  

 He came to work in South Africa as a lawyer in 1893 and lived here for 22 
years. At that time, much of South Africa was ruled by Britain.    

 Most Indian and black people were not allowed to vote or live in the same 
areas as white people.   

 Gandhi believed that all people are equal and he did not agree with the way 
the country was being ruled.  

 After an incident on a train, he decided to organise the Indian community to 
protest against the unjust racial laws.  

 A protest is when you do not agree with something and you demand that it 
changed.  

 Gandhi believed that protests should always be peaceful and should never 
become violent. He believed that all people could change and become good.  

 He said that people that become violent could easily become cruel and unfair 
if they got into government.  

 He taught people to fight for their rights and make their point peacefully. 
This new way of fighting was given the Hindu name Satyagraha, which 
means ‘the force that comes from truth and love or non-violence.’  

 Gandhi was arrested and sent to prison many times. 

 He eventually went back to India in 1915, but the struggle he started in South 
Africa was carried on by Nelson Mandela and the freedom fighters, who also 
used Satyagraha against apartheid.  
 

 

Activity 1  

1. Match the following words to the correct definition. Write the word and 

definition in your book.  

Words  Definitions  

a) Satyagraha  Hindu name for Great Soul.  

b) Respect  An unfair system of government that did not allow 
black people to vote. 

c) Mahatma  All human beings have the right to be treated 
fairly.  



d) Apartheid  The force that comes from truth and love or non-
violence.  

e) Human right  Caring about the feelings and ideas of others.  

 

2. What was one of Gandhi’s first humiliating experiences in South Africa?  

3. Briefly describe what happened.  

4. What was the rule at the time regarding passengers on trains?  

5. How was this experience remembered after he had died?  

6. Where is the statue if Gandhi found?  

7. Why did Gandhi decide at the time not to go back to India?  

8. The type of protest that he taught became famous around the world. 

a) What was the name of this type of protest?  

b) What did Gandhi say about non-violence?  

9. Where did the people march from and to during the protest?  

10. Because of the march, what happened to some of the laws of the country?  

11. What did Gandhi do when he went back to India?  

12. Gandhi gave up his worldly possessions. What does this mean?  

13. Complete the following sentence:  Gandhi was a good leader because… 

14. Which of the following sentences would Gandhi not have said?  Explain your 

answer.  

a) ‘I use the force that comes from truth and love or non-violence.’ 

b) ‘If someone hits you, hit them back.’ 

c) ‘Non-violence is the greatest force.  It is mightier than the mightiest 

weapon.’  

 

 

 


