
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION GRADE 7 

LESSON 29: Human Rights 

1. Society is like a building, or a structure, with many parts. To make this structure 

function well it needs a set of norms and values. Our South African Constitution is the 

set of values by which the country is governed and the foundation of our legal system.   

2. Other sets of norms or values are the United Nations Charter of Human Rights 

and the Catholic Church's Charter of Family Rights.  

3.  Catholic moral teaching is based on Scripture, and on the Church’s 

understanding of the nature of the human being, considered individually and in 

society.  

4.     Both society and our own life experience challenge these values and make it 

necessary for us to make informed judgements and choices. These may concern an 

action that we need to take or a change in perspective that we need to make. 

CHURCH TEACHING 

• ABORTION is deliberately killing an unborn baby or allowing it to die for lack of 

the necessary care if it is born alive. The Church teaches that human life is 

sacred and must be respected and protected absolutely from the moment of 

conception. 

•  PROSTITUTION is sex for money, whether it is between adults or adults and 

children. It injures the dignity of both parties involved, reducing sexual 

intercourse to a recreational act purely for pleasure and disregards its real God-

given purpose.  

• PORNOGRAPHY is displaying the human body and intimate sexual acts for the 

purpose of making money and providing base pleasure to others. It perverts the 

true nature of sexuality and injures the dignity of all those involved.  

Dear Lord, 

During this lockdown, I can’t be everywhere, but you can. 
Please watch over my friends and family. 

Please protect them and keep them safe for me. 

Amen. 



Values are those things which exercise a force directing my life. They are the 

things I hold to be specially important. 

TASKS TO BE COMPLETED.  

1. Draw and decorate a theme page, TERM TWO. 

2.  Write a prayer OR poem, about unborn life.  

3.  Respond to each of the following newspaper headlines.  

A. TINY BODY FOUND IN DUSTBIN   

B.    USED LIKE A TOY FOR OTHERS’ ENTERTAINMENT  

     C.     CAPE TOWN SET TO BECOME ANOTHER WORLD SEX CAPITAL.  

D.    SHE IS A CHILD, NOT A CHOICE 

Write answers to the following questions about each headline given. 

1. Was that treating the person with dignity?  

2. What are the person’s rights? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Values are those things which exercise a force 

directing my life. They are the things I hold to be 

specially important 

 

A human right is something that a person is 

entitled to because of the very fact that he or she 

is a human being 


