
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION GRADE 7 

WEEK 3  

Let us pray together:                               

 

 

 

 

Heavenly Father, Walk through our house, and take away all of our worries 

and fears. Protect my family from any virus and disease. Watch over my 

family and friends. Bring peace, joy and love into our homes. We pray that the 

Coronavirus will now end. Amen 

LESSON 35: The Church In The World 

The Christian Church is the sole Church of Christ, which in the Creed we profess to be one, holy, 

catholic and apostolic. These four characteristics, inseparably linked with each other, indicate 

essential features of the Church and her mission.  The Church does not possess them of herself; 

it is Christ, who through the Holy Spirit, makes his church one, holy, catholic and apostolic, and 

it is Christ who calls her to realize each of the qualities.   

THE FOUR MARKS of THE CHURCH 

1. ONE - Christ’s Church should be united in faith, in worship and in service. 

2. HOLY - This word means good and whole-some, God-centred because God is good and 

 whole-some to the point of perfection.   

3. CATHOLIC - This means universal, and also in totality, or completeness. The Church is 

 catholic because Christ is fully present there.  The Church is also open to anyone and 

 has a mission to the whole human race.  

4. APOSTOLIC - The Church is built on the foundation of the apostles who were given their 

 mission by Jesus himself.  The Church carries this out through the bishops, the direct 

 successors of the apostles.  

 This forms part of the Catholic teaching about the Church as a spiritual “home" for all 

 humankind.  It is obvious though that this vision is not yet a reality. 



  Institution  

1.   An institution is something that consists of a group of people that is founded and 

organised to serve a particular purpose. It is something long-lasting, maybe even 

permanent that you can trust and rely on.  

2.  A home for orphans, a school or a bank, marriage and family are all institutions. The Church 

is an institution, founded by Jesus Christ to continue his mission of bringing Good News to 

the world. It is organised in a way that helps this mission. 

   Pilgrim:  

1. The word ‘pilgrim’ really means one who is on a journey towards God.   As individuals 

 we are on that journey. As families, or groups of like-minded people and also as a whole 

 community of believers we are on a journey towards God. We are lifebound! 

    A prayer of faith and hope.  

  Dear God, the Church founded by your Son Jesus is a rich 

mystery, identified by four marks. It is called to be One, Holy, 

Catholic, Apostolic. As young people, pilgrim people, on our 

journeys to you, help us to live as true heralds and witnesses 

of the life that you offer every person in the world. May we 

help to keep our faith communities true to you, so that they 

may be sacraments of your presence, and instruments to bring 

about your Reign in the world. 

 
TASKS TO BE COMPLETED 
1.  Why are we regarded as pilgrims? 
 
2.  Explain how the following words can be used to describe the church: 
 a.   Institution 
 b.  Family 
 c.   Pilgrim 
 
3.  Research a shrine in Ngome, in northern Kwazulu-Natal. Find out the following   
 information: 
 a. Who is the shrine dedicated to? 
 b. What event caused this dedication? 
 c.   When was the shrine acknowledged as a place of prayer? 
  

 


