
Discursive Essay 

A discursive essay is a type of essay that discusses a problem, controversy, or a recent issue. This 

essay may be formal or informal but is most often written in a formal manner. Many universities and 

classes require applicants and students to write this type of essay to examine and evaluate their 

skills in writing, thought formations, and analysis.  

One of the distinguishing elements of a discursive essay is its objectivity. It is important that the 

writer present the problem in an unbiased manner, discussing all points of argument thoroughly and 

carefully. If instructions allow the writer to side with one point, he should first present all sides 

before choosing one. To make the essay more objective, it is recommended that the essay be 

written in a third-person perspective and avoid using first-person phrases such as “in my opinion,” ”I 

believe,” and “I fully support.” In this way, a discursive essay is different from an argumentative 

essay, as the latter only presents one side of the issue and discusses details for or against that 

side.  

An effective discursive essay often, if not always, start with a sound introducing that clearly 

establishes what the issue is about. It can also discuss the issue’s relevance and context to other 

current issues. The gist of the issue should not go beyond one paragraph, which can be composed 

generally, of three to six sentences.  

Discursive Essay Plan 

Paragraph 1 – Introduction 

Your first paragraph should: 

• Be a general introduction. Do not include specific points from the main body of the 

argument, 

• Include a response to the title. You may need to identify the issues that lie behind the title, 

to give historical or topical background. 

• Be interesting and relevant. 

Paragraph 2 – Background 

 Provide some of the history of the topic you are writing about. 

Paragraph 3 – Your argument (at least 6 or 7 reasons, thus 6 or 7 paragraphs) 

These paragraphs must: 



• Contain one major point of the argument, stating your reason for agreeing / disagreeing 

with question posed. 

• Begin with or have near its start a topic (or “signpost”) sentence (a sentence which 

indicates what the paragraph will be about and how it relates to the essay title). This is NOT 

a sub-heading! Your writing should be formal continuous prose. 

• Be linked to the paragraph that comes before, often with a suitable conjunction or link 

words such as in addition, nevertheless, despite this, however. Do not put also or for 

example at the start of a sentence. 

• Contains generalised evidence of your research (e.g. statistics / expert opinion). 

2nd Last Paragraph – Counter argument (1 paragraph) 

• Open with “Contrary to this …” “In contrast these are those who …” “On the other hand…” 

• List the opposing side’s reasons but do not change your opinion. Use phrases like some 

people claim… There are those who say… 

Conclusion 

A good conclusion WILL: be crisp and conclusive in feel, the goal of the whole essay. 

A good conclusion MAY:  

• Return to something mention in the first paragraph  

• Evaluate what has gone before. 

• Hint at something you might have followed up had the scope of the question allowed it. 

• Give your opinion. A discursive essay should feel as if you have weighed up the argument 

and come to conclusion at the end. 

A poor conclusion will simply restate or summarise point made earlier or be a few sentences stuck 

at the end. 

Examples of opening to Discursive Writing 

A writer can choose to begin their discursive writing in a variety of different way. In the examples 

below, the controversial topic is FAST FOOD. 

1. Stating what the controversy is about. 

While children are lured to Fast Food outlets by the colourful appearance of the restaurants 

and the appetising smell of their product, nutritionalist have expressed concern about what 

they see as an unhealthy diet.  

2. Summarising the views in a balanced way. 



It is difficult to balance popularity of fast food outlets with the heavy criticism which are made 

about them by medical and nutritional experts.  

3. Using a quotation from an expert. 

“There is nothing inevitable about the fast food nation that surrounds us – about its marketing 

strategies, labour policies, and agricultural techniques, about its relentless drive for 

conformity and cheapness.” Such is the claim made by Eric Scholsser, author of Fast Food 

Nation. It is a view, however, which is not shared by all. 

4. Using an illustrative opening to create a picture.  

John grins with delight as his mother emerges from the car carrying the tell-tale MacDonald’s 

bag. Succulent cheeseburger, crispy chips, ice-fold Cola – everything a boy who could want. 

His elderly neighbour casts a critical eye over the proceedings, thinking of the food of her 

childhood: wholesome home-made soups and fresh garden vegetables and no sweets.  

 

LINKING WORDS 
 

To provide an illustration: 
 
For example      that is     that is to say 

For instance  

In other words   namely   such as   as follows 

Typical of this    a typical   particular   

key example 

Including    especially   not least    in particular 

Notably   chiefly  mainly   most importantly  

A good illustration of this is   

It is interesting to note 

To extend a point: 
 
Similarly    

Equally likewise    also 

Furthermore    

Indeed in the same way 

Besides   

above all    

as well   

in addition 

 

To show cause and effect / conclusion: 
 
So   therefore   accordingly   thus   hence    

Then    as result/ consequence  

Because of this/ that   

For this reason owing to/ due to the fact 

To show the next step: 
 
First(ly)    Second(ly)   

To begin/ start with 

In the first/ second place  

First and foremost    



This demonstrates 

It follows that this suggest that 

Accepting / assuming this 

In conclusion  

It can be concluded from this  

This implies 

In short 

To conclude    in all    in brief 

First and most importantly 

Another    

then   

after    

next     

afterwards     

Finally     

Ultimately  

To indicate a contrast: 
 

However       on the other hand       alternatively      in contrast       instead       conversely       on 

the contrary      in fact     rather      in comparison    another possibility     but    better/ worst still    

despite this    in spite of     nevertheless     notwithstanding      for all that    yet     although   

in opposition to this 

 

  



Argumentative Essay 

 

Definition 

We have all used some form of argumentation at one point in our lives. Whether it was asking 

parents for permission to go somewhere, seeking more money at a job, or begging for a second 

chance with a lost love, we’ve examined different evidence for determine which approach is best to 

make our case for what we want in life. Though they may not have taken a formal style, these 

strategies of persuasion form the basis of argumentative essay. 

An argumentative essay is a type of writing that requires a writer to defend a position on a topic 

using evidence from personal experience, literature, historical examples, and research to support 

his or her point. The writer usually uses several different arguments to prove his or her point. 

 

What is an argumentative essay? 

The argumentative essay is a genre of writing that requires the students to investigate a topic; 

collect, generate, and evaluate evidence; and establish a position on the topic in a concise manner. 

The structure of the argumentative essay is held together by the following. 

A clear, concise, and defined thesis/argument statement that occurs in the first paragraph of 

the essay. 

In the first paragraph of the argument essay, students should set the context by reviewing the topic 

in a general way.  Next the author should explain why the topic is important (exigence) or why 

readers should care about the issue.  Lastly, students should present the argument statement.  It is 

essential that this argument statement be appropriately narrowed to follow the guidelines set forth in 

the assignment. 

 

Clear and logical transitions between the introduction, body, and conclusion. 

Transitions are the mortar that holds the foundation of the essay together. Without logical 

progression of thought, the reader is unable to follow the essay’s argument, and the structure will 

collapse. Transitions should wrap up the idea from the previous section and introduce the idea that 

is to follow in the next section. 

 



 

Body paragraphs that include evidential support. 

Each paragraph should be limited to the discussion of one general idea. This will allow for clarity 

and direction throughout the essay. In addition, such shortness creates an ease of readability for 

one’s audience. It is important to note that each paragraph in the body of the essay must have 

some logical connection to the argument statement in the opening paragraph. Some paragraphs 

will directly support the argument statement with evidence collected during research. It is important 

to explain how and why the evidence supports the thesis (warrant). 

However, argumentative essays should also consider and explain differing points of view regarding 

the topic. Depending on the length of the assignment, students should dedicate one or two 

paragraphs of an argumentative essay to discussing conflicting opinions on the topic. Rather than 

explaining how these differing opinions are wrong outright, students should note how opinions that 

do not align with their thesis might not be well informed or how they might be out of date. 

 

Evidential support (whether factual, logical, statistical, or anecdotal). 

The argumentative essay requires well-researched, accurate, detailed, and current information to 

support the thesis statement and consider other points of view. Some factual, logical, statistical, or 

anecdotal evidence should support the thesis. However, students must consider multiple points of 

view when collecting evidence. As noted in the paragraph above, a successful and well-rounded 

argumentative essay will also discuss opinions not aligning with the thesis. It is unethical to exclude 

evidence that may not support the thesis. It is not the student’s job to point out how other positions 

are wrong outright, but rather to explain how other positions may not be well informed or up to date 

on the topic. 

 

A conclusion that does not simply restate the thesis but readdresses it in the light of the 

evidence provided. 

It is at this point of the essay that students begin to struggle. This is the portion of the essay that will 

leave the most immediate impression on the mind of the reader. Therefore, it must be effective and 

logical. Do not introduce any new information into the conclusion; rather, synthesize the information 

presented in the body of the essay. Restate why the topic is important, review the main points, and 

review your thesis. You may also want to include a short discussion of more research that should 

be completed considering your work. 



A complete argument 

Perhaps it is helpful to think of essay in terms of a conversation or debate with a classmate. If I 

were to discuss the cause of World War II and its current effect in those who lived through the 

tumultuous time, there would be a beginning, middle, and end to the conversation. In fact, If I were 

to end the argument in the middle of my second point, questions would arise concerning the current 

effects on those who lived through the conflict. Therefore, the argumentative essay must be 

complete, and logically so, leaving no doubt as to its intent or argument. 

 

The Difference Between Discursive & Argumentative Essays 

Discursive and argumentative essays have similarities and differences. 

Discursive Purpose 

The goal of a discursive essay is to present a balanced and objective examination of a subject. Like 

an argumentative essay, the topic may be controversial, but the discursive essay attempts to 

present a much more balanced discussion of the issue. It does not, however, must be expressly 

neutral. The essay should present both sides of the discussion, supported by facts and research.  

The author may draw tentative conclusions about the subject and suggest them to the reader. 

Discursive Style 

The discursive style is written in a more formal and impersonal style that other essays.  It begins 

with an introduction to the topic. Each issue should be discussed in a separate paragraph and each 

paragraph should begin with a strong topic sentence. The essay will typically alternate a paragraph 

of point followed by a paragraph of counterpoint. Discursive essays often have transitional wording 

leading into the next paragraph. The writer may choose to either express a low-key opinion in the 

final paragraph or leave readers to draw their own conclusions. 

Argumentative Purpose 

The writer of an argumentative essay attempts to clearly present a strong position on a topic. Its 

purpose is to both educate and persuade the reader on a point of view. In this regards it is similar to 

a persuasive essay, but generally presents its view in a stronger, perhaps mor controversial, way.  

It may target an audience that is more resistant to its viewpoint or message. 

 

 



Argumentative Style 

Argumentative essays follow a general format. The writer states an initial thesis that contains the 

point of view for which the author is arguing. The body generally presents both sides of the 

argument, although each con is refuted in turn. The author may first present the pros of the 

argument, then offer the cons and refutation later in one paragraph. Or, each con may be both 

presented and refuted in an individual paragraph. The author presents the desired conclusion in the 

final paragraph. 

 


