
 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE: 08 JUNE 2020 – 12 JUNE   MRS B BRUWER 

GRADE 8 ENGLISH WORK 

 

Hi Ladies, 

Most of you know me as your old EMS teacher. Whilst Mrs Tshabangu-Manaka is on 

maternity leave I will be taking over for her. I am very excited to be able to work with 

all of you again! 

This English pack will be compiled of:  

1. Comprehension 

2. Revision exercises on language 

Pease use your study guide as a reference to any language questions that you might 

have.  

3. Poetry pack 

The Poetry pack includes four different poems. Each of these poems will be 

accompanied by a ‘Poetry Analysis Sheet’ that you will have to complete. Please 

make use of the notes on figures of speech you have received earlier in the term to 

help you wherever you need be.  

I will clearly indicate how and what needs to be done for each of the following weeks 

to come. And everything will be diligently marked when learners arrive back at 

school. 

Please use this time wisely to complete all of the work to the best of your ability. 

Majority of the marks for Term 1 was below average. In the following weeks to come 

we will do some extensive revision on comprehension and language. 

Please do not hesitate to direct any questions you have to the school who will direct 

it to me immediately. I hoped I would have been able to see you all by now. But we 

will all come out of this stronger. Stay home and stay safe! 

 

 

 



Week 2: 08 June – 12 June 2020 (4 HOURS) 

Comprehension 2: 

Read the following article on BRT and then answer the questions: 

Mention of BRT, and our driver totally loses his cool 

19 May 2009  

 

 

The Bus Rapid Transit project is like a red rag to taxi drivers. BRT is a new 
transport system that the government is putting in place to cope with the needs of 
the 2010 World Cup and for South Africa’s future needs. 

It has designated bus routes from Johannesburg to Ekurhuleni. Construction is 
under way in these areas, which is disrupting traffic, causing misery to drivers and 
passengers. Workers claim they have to wake up earlier in the mornings to make it 
to work at their usual time. Tempers are short and there have been several 
altercations because of the traffic jams all over the two mega cities. The miracle is 
that no road rage fatalities have been reported. 

The taxis are supposed to feed their passengers into the BRT, which will be the 
main carrier. The plan has met with fierce opposition from those in the taxi 
industry. 

A reader, in a shaky voice, called to report a verbal fight she had with a taxi driver. 
She was en route home at 6.45pm near Braamfontein on a Rosebank to Bree 
Street taxi route. The impatient and speeding driver decided to skip a red traffic 
light. As usual the women in the taxi screamed about their “orphaned children”. 
They begged the driver to take pity on them and slow down. He ignored them until 
one said: “That’s why we want BRT. We can’t wait to use buses instead of these 
coffin fillers.” This so enraged the taxi driver that he threatened to eject her there 
and then in the dark. “I am going to leave you here for your BRT,” he said. He then 
promised that he would personally see the woman into a bus and then burn her 
inside that BRT. After that, understandably, no one objected to his driving display. 
Everyone instead prayed hard to the Almighty for deliverance. The joke that St 
Peter and Abraham let a taxi driver into heaven without bothering to check his 
page in the judgment book may be true. After all, the driver managed to focus 
every passenger’s thoughts on the Saviour. 

Another reader claims that a string of taxi drivers carved a new road in the veld 
when they hit a traffic jam just outside Pennyville in Soweto. This was during the 
morning rush hour from Soweto to the city. An enterprising (or reckless) driver, 
impatient after waiting a full five minutes in stalled traffic, drove across the veld to 
connect to another road in an effort to beat the traffic jam. As soon as he did this, 



all taxi drivers behind him followed him like sheep. Passengers in other taxis which 
were stuck fast could only watch enviously as the new road carried other workers 
to their destinations. 

We all know the constant boast of the taxi industry: “This taxi will take you 
anywhere, anytime.” 

 

Questions 

 

1. What does BRT stand for?        (1) 

2. What is the BRT project?        (1) 

3. When does the government want the system to be ready?   (1) 

4. Where will the bus routes be?       (1) 

5. What problems is the construction of the system creating for drivers? (1) 

6. Who is opposing the new system?      (1) 

7. What name did the passengers use about the taxis?    (2) 

8. What problem did the taxi driver find in the morning traffic just outside  

Pennyville?          (1) 

9. What did the driver do?        (2) 

10. What is the boast of all taxi drivers?      (2)  

11.       Discuss the humour in the passage?                                                           (2)  

                    [15] 

Activity 4: 

Identify the parts of speech of the underlined words. 

Yesterday, we went to the zoo. I enjoyed being there again after so much time. The 

monkeys looked just as charming, the camels just as bored. We watched the seals 

being fed – oh, what grace and speed, and they seem to enjoy themselves so much. 

The pygmy hippo was not to be found, but the jackals were fighting over their lunch 

and the wild dogs lay panting in the heat.       

                     [25] 

 

 

 

 



Activity 5: 

Carefully explain how the differences in the verbs change the meaning of each of the 

sentences below: 

 

1. We could study tonight. 

2. We must study tonight. 

3. We shall study tonight. 

4. We would study tonight. 

5. We ought to study tonight.                [10] 

 

Activity 6: 

Fill suitable prepositions and conjunctions into the following sentences: 

 

1. …. we decide to go …a movie, will you come … us?  

2. I have read the story … my little sister … she is now tired … wants to go … 

bed. 

3. The teachers congratulated the learners … their top achievements in the 

exam. … was written nationally. 

4. .... the formula 1 driver crashed his car … the barrier, he was taken …. the 

scene … the accident. 

5. The plane flew … the sea … its journey … the Far East. 

6. Please excuse me … class … I am not feeling at all well. 

7. The learner arrived in class … the skin of her teeth … the teacher was about 

to start the lesson. 

8. The children sat side … side, listening to the story read … the teacher. 

9. He asked me to fetch the parcel … his behalf … he has been kept late … 

school. 

10. I was filled … fear … I heard the police siren. 

11. My mother is annoyed …. me …  I cannot cope … my schoolwork. 

          [30] 

 

 

 



Activity 7: 

Read the article entitled “Crab escorts, walk this way…” published in the Cape Argus 

on July 18 2009. Ten of the prepositions have been left out. Decide on the correct 

preposition and number your answers 1-10. 

A Taiwanese park is seeking for 30 volunteers …(1) help escort land crabs …(2) the 

journey …(3) the sea …(4) the breeding season. 

 

Land crabs …(5) the Kenting National Park, …(6) the southern tip …(7) Taiwan, live 

away …(8) shore …(9) most of the year.  During the breeding season, however, 

female crabs carry their fertilised eggs and migrate to the sea to release them. 

Volunteers will remove any discarded fishing nets blocking the crabs’ access …(10) 

the sea. 

          [10] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Poetry: The Gift Outright 

Read the following poem and complete the Poetry Analysis sheet either on the paper or in 

your textbook. 

The Gift Outright  
BY ROBERT FROST 

 

The land was ours before we were the land’s.  

She was our land more than a hundred years  

Before we were her people. She was ours  

In Massachusetts, in Virginia,  

But we were England’s, still colonials,  

Possessing what we still were unpossessed by,  

Possessed by what we now no more possessed.  

Something we were withholding made us weak  

Until we found out that it was ourselves  

We were withholding from our land of living,  

And forthwith found salvation in surrender.  

Such as we were we gave ourselves outright  

(The deed of gift was many deeds of war)  

To the land vaguely realizing westward,  

But still unstoried, artless, unenhanced,  

Such as she was, such as she would become 

Poetry Analysis Sheet 

For this sheet you will read and analyse a poem. The following instructions will help you 

uncover the meaning of the poem. 

1. What does the title mean? 

Take a look at the title and reflect on what it means: 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Put it in your own words 



Read the poem two or three times. You will see something different each time you read the 

poem. Write a brief summary of the poem in your own words. Highlight or list some of the 

words (nouns, verbs, phrases) that are important to understanding the poem. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What do you think the poem means? 

Now think about the meaning of the poem, not just the obvious meaning of each word but 

what they mean beyond the literal. Do these words suggest something else? 

Answer these questions: 

• Who is the subject of the poem? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• What are they talking about? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Why do you think the author wrote the poem? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• When is the poem happening? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Where is the poem happening? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• What is the poet’s attitude? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• How does the poem shift from person to person or between different times or places? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Most poems tell us about a poet’s understanding of an experience so the beginning will be 

different then the end. The change may be in feelings, language (slang to formal), or 

connotation (positive to negative). Explain how these shifts convey the poem’s message. 

Identify different poetic devices and how they convey the poem’s message. 

• Simile – comparison using like or as 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Metaphor – a direct comparison 

_________________________________________________________________________ 



• Personification – giving human qualities to nonhuman things 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Tone – what emotion does the speaker use as he talks 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Point of view – who is the telling the poem 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Imagery – creating pictures with words 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Alliteration – repeating the same letter 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Theme 

Identify the theme (central idea) of the poem. How does the theme convey the poem’s 

message? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Look at the title again 

Now look at the title again. Do you now have a different interpretation of the title? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Begin writing your analysis in your textbook.  

Start with the introductory paragraph. It should contain the title, the author, and an 

explanation of the writer’s position as well as the significance of the title. Include a brief 

overall statement of the meaning of the poem. This will lead you into the body of the 

analysis. In the body of the analysis, discuss how the poem was written, which poetic 

devices were used, the tone, the poet’s attitude, and the shift of the poem from the 

beginning to the poet’s ultimate understanding of the experience in the end. Add your 

interpretation of the poem. 

 


