
The Merchant of Venice 

Act 3 Scene 1 

Are the following statements, all relating to Act 3 scene 1, TRUE or FALSE? 

If they are TRUE: find a quotation from the text to substantiate your answer. 

If they are FALSE: correct the statement. (You do not need to find a quotation from the text in this 

case) 

First say whether the statements are TRUE or FALSE and then proceed to prove your answer.  

1. Shylock hates his daughter for stealing his money and precious possessions. 

2. The fact that Jessica has run off with a Christian makes Shylock hate Christians even more 

than ever. 

3. Shylock explains to the audience that the Jews have always had an easy life in Venice.  

4. Salerio and Solanio have little sympathy for Shylock’s grief. 

5. Tubal knows nothing of Antonio’s losses. 

6. Shylock is motivated by the Old Testament Law of an eye for an eye. 

7. The Rialto is a name of the sea. 

8. Salario exclaims that there is a greater difference between Jessica’s flesh and the flesh of 

Shylock. 

9. Antonio is now beggar. 

10.  Shylock is going to cook Antonio’s flesh and have it for supper. 

11.  Tubal has not heard anything from Jessica yet. 

12.  Shylock wishes to have Jessica back because he really misses her. 

13.  Antonio cannot avoid going bankrupt. 

14.  Shylock is sad to hear that Antonio has gone bankrupt. 

15.  Jessica exchanged a valuable ring belonging to Shylock for a monkey.  

 

Act 3 Scene 2 

Finally, Bassanio gets a turn to choose a casket in Belmont. We know by now that Bassanio and 

Portia love each other and ultimately belong together. Let us hope that Bassanio chooses the right 

casket! 

Fill in the missing words in the following paragraph. 



Bassanio has chosen the correct casket. Portia and Bassanio tell the others. Nerissa and 

____________ wish them great joy. Gratiano asks them that when they get _____________ he 

intends to ______________ too. Bassanio laughs and says that Gratiano must first get a 

____________. Gratiano explains to Bassanio that while he was courting Portia, he was courting 

____________! Nerissa said that she will only ____________ Gratiano if Bassanio chooses the 

correct casket. Just then ______________ and his wife _____________ arrive together with 

Solerio.  

Solerio gives Bassanio a ______________ from _______________. While Bassanio is reading the 

____________ Portia notices that Bassanio is very ______________. Portia would like to know 

what the ______________ contains and Bassanio tells her. It becomes clear that ______________ 

does not have the money to pay back ______________. Shylock is persistent in obtaining that  

________________________________ due to him and even the _______________ of Venice has 

tried to persuade Shylock to give up his cruel demand. 

Portia would like to know how much money is owed to ______________. In reply to the amount of 

money she says that it is not a great sum and is prepared to give ______________ the sum of 

money in order to end the contract between ______________ and _____________. Portia tells 

Bassanio to go to _____________ at once and bring ______________ back to Belmont.  

 

Make the association  

Below you will find a table that needs fixing up! Fill in the blank table by placing all the jumbled 

information of the first table in the correct order.  

3 caskets  3 inscriptions  3 prizes  3 messages  3 suitors 

Gold Who chooseth 
me must give and 
hazard all he 
hath?  

Scroll and scull. Gilded tombs do 
worms enfold. 

Prince of 
Arragon. 

Silver Who chooseth 
me shall gain 
what many men 
desire? 

A portrait of 
Portia. 

You that do not 
chooseth by 
outward view, … 

Bassanio. 
 

Lead Who chooseth 
me shall get as 
much as he 
deserves? 

A scroll and a 
portrait of an 
idiot. 

There are fools 
alive, … 

Prince of 
Morocco. 
 
 

 

 



3 caskets  3 inscriptions  3 prizes  3 messages  3 suitors 

Gold     

Silver     

Lead     

 

Act 3 Scene 3 

To summarise this scene Antonio asks the Gaoler to allow him to speak to Shylock. This is granted 

and Antonio, along with Solanio, go to search for Shylock.  

Read the Scene once more and answer the following questions. 

1. About whom is Antonio talking to Salanio? 

2. Where is this conversation taking place? 

3. What reason does Antonio give for his hatred of the person who seeks his life? Is this the 

only reason?  

4. Why does Antonio want Bassanio to come, and from where? 

5. Explain the following lines: 

 “These griefs and losses have so bated me 

  That I shall hardly spare a pound of flesh 

    Tomorrow, to my bloody creditor.” 

 

 


