
 Grade 7  

Social Sciences – Geography  

Term 3 - Week 3 

Subtopic 1 

Unit 2 and 3 – Read page 55 and 56 

Infant mortality and life expectancy   
 

 Infant mortality tells us how many young children die per year.  Infant 
mortality is the rate of children under the age of one year that die, and is 
described per 1 000 live births.  

 In some countries the infant mortality rate is as high as 170 babies per 1 000.  

 The most common cause of death in babies and young children in these 
countries are diarrhoea and malnutrition.  

 In many countries, the infant mortality rate is less than 10 per 1 000.  In these 
countries, there is good medical care and children get clean water to drink 
and good food to eat.  

 Life expectancy is the average age a person can expect to live.   

 Today, people in richer countries such as the USA and countries in Europe, 
can expect to live to over 70 years.  

 Life expectancy in many poor countries remains low.  Diseases such as HIV 
and Aids are lowering the life expectancy in many countries.   
 

 

Activity 1  

 

                                 Birth rate – death rate = population growth rate 

 

The table below shows birth and death statistics for 2009 – 2010, for seven 
countries.  
 
 
Country  Birth rate per 

1 000 people  
Death rate per 
1000 people  

Natural rate of population change 
(increase or decrease per 1000 people) 

Thailand  15 7  
France  13 9  
Japan  8 9  
Taiwan  9 7  
India  23 6  
Sweden  10 10  
Swaziland  26 31  

Remember  



1. Calculate the natural rate of population change for each country  

2. In which country is there a natural increase in population? 

3. In which country is there a natural decrease in population?  

4. Which country shows no change?  

 

Activity 2 

Look at the map below and answer the questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Name two continents where the life expectancy is over 70 years.  

2. Which continent has countries where the life expectancy is below 49 years?  

3. What is the life expectancy in South Africa?  

4. Do people die for different reasons now than they did about 50 years ago?  

 


