
Grade 6 

Social Sciences – History  

Term 2 - Week 5 

Unit 2 – continued (Page 124) 

Activity 3 

This week we will look at Galileo Galilei. Read the Case study and answer the 

questions.  

 
Case study – Galileo Galilei  
 
Galileo Galilei was a scientist. He was born in Pisa, in Italy, in 1564.  He was the 
oldest of seven children. When he was 17, he went to the University of Pisa to study 
medicine.  Galileo loved mathematics but was bored with the other subjects.  In the 
end he left university without finishing his degree and began teaching mathematics 
to earn a living.  
 
Later in his life he made many scientific discoveries, one of them being the 
astronomical telescope.  He was especially interested in astronomy which is the 
scientific study of the sun, planets and stars.  
 
At this time, most people believed that the earth was flat and that it was the centre of 
the universe. Galileo’s observations through a telescope led him to the conclusion 
that the earth was like a ball and that it went around the sun. Another scientist called 
Copernicus, who lived before Galileo, had come to the same conclusion. But the 
Catholic Church opposed his work, saying that it went against the Bible.  They 
insisted that the earth was the centre of the universe.  The church forbade him to 
teach his theories. 
 
He continued to carry out his research and wrote a book about his new discoveries.  
The book was banned by the church and Galileo was threatened with torture if he did 
not admit his ideas of the universe were wrong. 
 By this time he was old and sick and so admitted, although he didn’t believe it, to 
being wrong.  He was given house arrest and died at home in 1642. 
 
Many great scientists today say that Galileo was responsible for the birth of modern 
science.  
    

 

1. What is astronomy?  

2. What did most people believe about the solar system at that time?  

3. What do we know about the solar system today?  

4. Name one of Galileo’s inventions.  

5. How old was Galileo when he died?  



 

                                                           The Astronomical telescope  

                                                                    

 

 

Unit 3 – Page 126 - 131 

 
New ideas and knowledge 
 

 The Renaissance spread new ideas and knowledge throughout Europe.  

 Travelers and traders brought much of this from China and the Middle East.  

 They brought new ideas about cultures, science and technology.  

 This included mathematics and counting systems as well as navigational 
instruments.  

 The Chinese invented paper and ways of printing and this helped develop 
the printing press in Europe. 

 Books became widely available, which helped spread new ideas.  
 

 

Activity 1 

1. BRIEFLY describe the following inventions after reading pages 126 – 127. 

a) Caravels  

b) Guns and gunpowder 

c) The magnetic compass 

d) Maps  

 

2. What were the two main reasons Europeans went on voyages of exploration?  

3. Which group of people did they do most of their trade with?  

4. Why did the Europeans pay a lot of money for the goods they traded?  

5. Why did the Europeans want spices?  

6. Which countries did the spices come from?  

7. The Europeans also wanted gold and silver.  What did they want to do with 

this?  

8. What other item did the Europeans want from China? Why did they want this 

item?  

 

 

Caravel – a light sailing ship  



 

                          A magnetic compass  

 

 

     

   

 

 

 

                                                An old word map  

 

 
Spreading Christianity 
 

 In the late 1400’s, there was only one religion in Europe which was 
Christianity.  

 For hundreds of years, the rulers of Spain and Portugal had been fighting to 
prevent the Muslim faith from spreading into their countries.  The explorers 
were determined to convert people to the Christian faith. 

 The Pope, as head of the Catholic Church, supported the voyages of 
exploration, hoping this would help them achieve their aim. 

 Missionaries went with the explorers as they set sail to find their new lands.  
 

 

 

 


