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Unit 2 continued  – Read page 104 to 107  

 
How Nelson Mandela learnt to be a leader.  
 

 Nelson Mandela was born in 1918 in the tiny village of Mveso in the Eastern 
Cape.  His father was a chief of the Xhosa-speaking Thembu people.  

 His father died when he was a young boy and his uncle became the chief. 

 Mandela watched his uncle use the traditional laws of the Xhosa people. 

 He learnt that it was important to listen to the views of all the people.  

 Mandela always said that he learned to be a leader from other people and a 
donkey! 
 

 

Activity 1  

Read page 104 to106 to answer the questions. 

1. What happened to Nelson when he rode the donkey? 

2. How did this make him feel?  

3. What lesson did Nelson Mandela learn from the incident with the donkey?  

4. What was the lesson he learnt from the story his mother used to tell?  

5. What lesson did he learn from his father when he was young?  

6. What lesson did he learn from the chief when he held meetings the people? 

7. What do you think Mandela means when he says, ‘A good leader stays at the 

back’?  

 

 
Nelson Mandela’s political life   
 

 When Nelson Mandela was 22, he left his rural home and went to live in 
Johannesburg.  

 He studied law at Wits University and then joined the African National 
Congress (ANC) to fight against apartheid and for a democratic South Africa.  

 He soon became a leader in the ANC.   

 The ANC organised marches and campaigns in which thousands of people 
protested against the apartheid laws.  
 



 
 

 The government did not want to listen to them and passed laws to stop all 
protests. 

 In 1960 Mandela was arrested with seven of his friends and sent to prison on 
Robben Island, near Cape Town,for the rest of his life.  

 People who are sent to jail for what they believe are called political prisoners.  

 While in prison Mandela remained the leader of the ANC. 

 When there was fighting in prison, he would listen to both sides and help 
solve the problem. 

 Over a long period of time, the government and democratic leaders came to 
agree that it was time for all South Africans to stop fighting and in February 
1990, F.W. de Klerk, the president at the time, said the government would 
free Mandela and all the people who were imprisoned for fighting against 
apartheid.  

 Over the next four years, the leaders of all the South African communities met 
to discuss a new way to govern South Africa in a democratic way.  

 They agreed on a new set of rules for the country.  This set of rules is called 
the Constitution.  

 Nelson Mandela was released from prison in 1994 and apartheid finally 
ended.   
 

 

Activity 2 

Read the passage above and answer the questions.  

1. Where did Mandela live when he left home?  

2. Which degree did he study at university?  

3. In which year was he sent to prison?  

4. What is the name of the prison and where is it?  

5. Which leadership quality did he show while in prison? 

6. What is the set of rules for a country called?  

 

 

                                                                           

The prison on Robben Island  

 

 

 

    


