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Factors affecting birth and death rates 
 
Disease  
 

 Diseases such as smallpox used to kill many people which caused a high 
death rate.  Today this disease is no longer a threat because babies are 
vaccinated against it to increase their resistance.  

 There are still many diseases in the world that cause death, sometimes 
because there is no known cure or because of poor living conditions.   

 
Economic status  
 

 Economic status refers to the amount of money a person has and this affects 
the way people live.   

 It affects how much a person is able to spend on food, clothing, housing and 
medical care.  
 

Family needs, attitudes and beliefs  
 

 There are different reasons why people decide to have many children, few 
children or no children.  

 All these reasons affect the birth rate.  
 
Conflict and wars  
 

 Conflict and wars result in a sudden increase in the death rate.  

 Since the beginning of history, millions of people have died in wars.  
 
Government policy  
 

 Sometimes governments try to force the rate of population change.   

 In parts of Europe, where the birth rate has fallen so much, the government 
tries to encourage people to have children by offering tax cuts for people who 
have children.  
 

 



Activity 1  

1. Approximately how many people have died from HIV and AIDS?  

2. What fraction of the people who suffer from the disease live in Africa?  

3. What do some scientists think the population would be like if this disease did 

not exist?  

4. What is Tuberculosis and how do people become infected with the disease?  

5. What are the two main reasons for the spread of TB?  

6. Why do people with HIV often get TB?  

7. How is malaria caused and how does a person become infected with this 

disease?  

8. Name 3 ways that malaria can try to be prevented.  

9. What is diarrhoea?  

10. Name two ways that diarrhoea can be caused.  

11. Where does the disease occur mostly?  

12. How can the disease be prevented?  

13. How can the disease be treated?  

14. How can diseases affect the birth and death rate of a country?  

 

 

 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 


