
Listening  

Ask someone such as Mom or Dad to read this story then talk about the 
animals and creatures living on river banks, near rivers, dams and ponds. 
(See Life Skills) 

Holidays by the river 
 

Lovely holidays. Holidays by the river! Pedro quickly helps Daddy to pitch 
the tent and helps Mommy to arrange the camping gear neatly. When all 
the chores are done, the holidays really begin. “Ah,” Pedro’s dad sighs. 
“Now one job is done. Now for the other job.” “What other job, Dad?” 
Pedro asks disappointedly. “Food. We have to eat too. Come, you and I will 
catch the fish that we will fry for supper,” Daddy laughs. Now Pedro is 
very excited. This is why they are here. These holidays, his dad will teach 
him how to fish. “What fish are we going to catch, Daddy? I want to 
catch sharks.” Daddy laughs. “No, sharks don’t live in the river. We will try 
to catch some yellow fish, or perhaps some bass. These are good fish for 
eating. There are also catfish in this river but I hope we don’t catch one 
of those.” Pedro watches carefully at what his dad is doing and listens 
carefully to everything he tells him. Daddy casts the line with the hook and 
it is not long before there is a tug on the line. Full of excitement Pedro 
watches how his dad reels in the fish. If is a lovely big fish his dad has 
caught. Daddy takes the fish off the hook, puts bait on again and casts the 
line. “Is it a yellow fish, Daddy?” he wants to know. “Yes, see it is the 
largemouth yellow fish. This is a protected fish, we may not take it. There 
are too few of them.” Daddy throws the fish back into the water. 
Very soon, there is another fish on Daddy’s line. This time, it is a bass 
again. Daddy may keep it. They may catch it. Now they are waiting again. 
This time nothing much happens and Petro quickly becomes bored. Pedro 
goes to look again at the fish his dad has caught. The fish is lying on the dry 
ground. His eyes look so shiny and glassy. The fish beats with its tail on the 
ground. The fish’s fins tremble along its body. It opens and closes, opens 
and closes its mouth. “Oh you poor thing. You will die if you stay here,” 
Pedro talks to the fish. “I’m sorry, grownups can be so silly sometimes. 
Daddy probably forgot that fish cannot live on dry land. A fish should be in 
the water so that it can breathe through its gills. Oh dear, oh dear,” 
Pedro says. He picks up the fish and carries it to the water. Carefully, he 
puts the fish back into the river. At first, the fish just lies on its side in 
the water and then it begins to swim away dizzily. “Bye, bass!” 
Pedro calls after the fish. It is getting late now and Pedro is getting 
hungry. He walks back to where his dad is sitting to hear if he has had a  
 
 



 
bite again. “No,” Daddy sighs while reeling in his line and packing up the 
tackle. “The fish are not hungry anymore. I’m hungry now. Luckily, I  
have caught that one fish. We will eat bread too, then we will perhaps get 
our tummies full.” 
“But Daddy!” Pedro calls out in shock. “The fish almost died on the dry 
ground, then I put it back in the river. We could not eat it after all, we 
knew the fish!” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 The link below is a slideshow video for the phonics:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x2lPVgP6rTUPoV4swX2vo_xelOe6uV7S/
view?usp=sharing  

 

*Phonics for the week: oa sound (as in coach) 

Read the words, write them down and use the words in 
sentences. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x2lPVgP6rTUPoV4swX2vo_xelOe6uV7S/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x2lPVgP6rTUPoV4swX2vo_xelOe6uV7S/view?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* oa story… Read and circle all the oa words. 



*Read the story then answer the questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Where is the small spring? 

_________________________________________________________ 

2. What happens to the seeds? 

_________________________________________________________ 

3. Write down what the man and woman say to each other in the speech  

     bubbles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*Practise writing the small letter z and the capital letter Z 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Follow the instructions in the box below or on a page in your homework 
book. 

 

1. Draw a pond in the middle of the page. 

2. In the middle of the pond, draw a huge lily pad. 

3. Draw five fish under the lily pad. 

4. There is a brightly coloured butterfly on the lily pad. 

5. Around the pond, draw long reeds and grasses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*Write 4 sentences on own news. Use correct punctuation. 

                                                                                                          

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

*Practise writing the small letter x and the capital letter X 

 

 

 

 



Listening  

Ask someone such as Mom or Dad to read this story to you then retell 
the story in your own words. 

Dinah Duck finds a new home 
 

“Quack, quack, quack!” Dinah Duck screams in fear and runs as fast as her 
two flat feet can carry her to the river. She leaps in with a splash and 
quickly swims deeper into the river. Disappointed, Terry, the dog, turns 
back. Wow, he very nearly caught that duck today! All he has to show for 
it now is the tail feathers clinging to his lip. He spits out the tail feathers 
and goes back home. He doesn’t feel like getting wet. He can’t swim as 
fast as the duck, so just let the duck go. Dinah swims for quite a distance 
into the river before she rests. She wiggles her last tail feather and 
thinks contentedly: “That was close! The day will come when that dog will 
catch me. I will have to move. It is no longer safe there in my little 
fish pond at the back door.” Now she is looking carefully at her 
surroundings. There are many reeds on that riverbank. Surely, a duck can 
find a safe place there for building a nest. “Quack,” she cordially greets an 
Egyptian goose family swimming past her. Oh yes, the geese are plump and 
fat. It is clear that they have a good life here. “Quack!” yells Dinah. “Hey, 
you naughty fish, it is my toe you are nibbling! Catfish, now don’t let me 
have trouble with you like with that dog!” Dinah swims to where the 
willow’s branches are hanging over the water. The flock of finches that 
have built their nests here is causing such a racket. If anything should 
happen, they would be an excellent alarm system, she thinks contentedly. 
Perhaps she should look for somewhere here near them to build her nest. 
Carefully, Dinah looks around. Yes, that dog has definitely gone home. He 
will not be able to stalk her here on the steep mud wall. She is just 
starting to climb up the steep wall when she steps on a crab. “Quack” she 
yells and falls head first back into the water. The only thing sticking out 
above the water is her only tail feather waving wildly in the air. The crab 
gets a big a fright. Like a flash, he dives back into his mud hole house in the 
river bank. Freddy Frog laughs gleefully at her. “Seems to me you are a 
nervous wreck, Duck. You really get such a fright from nothing. Here are 
many crabs, you will just have to get used to them. What is such a pretty 
white duck like you doing here by the river? Don’t you have to stay in the 
farm dam?” he wants to know. Dinah tells him about Terry, the dog and 
shows her only tail feather to Freddy Frog. Freddy nods. He can see what 
she means. One of these days, she will be dog food if she stays on the 
farm. “Don’t worry. Yellow-billed ducks come by regularly. You will find 
friends soon,” he comforts her. Dinah stares so intently at the beautiful 
water lily floating in the river that she does not see Heron where he is 



standing on one leg and “crash” she collides with him. “Quack!” Dinah 
screams in fright. Heron is cross with the duck screaming 
so. Now the small fish know he is standing here waiting to catch them. 
What shall he eat now? “Have you perhaps seen a frog where you have 
come from?” he whispers. Dinah wiggles her only tail feather at him and 
says: “No.” She swims a little further and dives under a water lily. There is 
always tasty food there to eat. She eats a snail or two. In the mud near 
the lilies, there are delicious earthworms. Dinah sees a dark spot above 
her head. “Quack!” she yells. She wiggles her only tail feather and trembling 
she swims on. Did the dark spot perhaps want to catch her? Water snake 
swims right past in front of Dinah’s bill. “Quack!” she yells again. The 
Egyptian goose family swims past Dinah. They can see she is faint from the 
scare. Her only tail feather hangs by a thread. Mother Egyptian Goose 
tells her: “Lady, your nerves are hanging by only one thread. Come and 
sleep with us tonight. Tomorrow, when you have rested a little, we will 
introduce you to the monitor lizard, otter, the water-fleas and the 
impala that come here to drink water. You won’t survive another shock 
today.” Dinah carefully wiggles her only tail feather and follows the 
swimming Egyptian Geese. She has now already made two friends here by 
the river, Freddie Frog and the geese. She is sure she will like living here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Write an oa word for each picture. (There are two words not in the 
spelling list) 



*Read the story then answer the questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1. The story is about ______________________________________  

2. Which other characters are in the story? 

     _____________________________________________________ 

3. What does “He keeps an eye on them” mean? 

     _____________________________________________________ 

4. What shows us that Frog cares about the other animals? 

     _____________________________________________________ 

5. Draw a picture of something else that could be found in or around the                                                

     stream that is not mentioned in the story. 

 

 

 

 

 



Listening  

Ask someone such as Mom or Dad to read this story to you then talk 
about birds that live near water. 

Grandpa Frog’s neighbours 
 

Grandpa Frog is catching fish. To catch fish, it must be dead quiet. “Today, 
I catch nothing. Just listen to the noise the finches are making,” he 
grumbles angrily. They are laughing and chatting throughout the whole day 
while they are building new nests. It is spring now and time for new 
houses and new children! But it is not long before they start fighting! Flirt 
Finch has hardly begun when his neighbour, Shoo Finch, scolds him. 
“Your house is too close to mine! I don’t want your wife, Frida Finch, to 
peep at me! Go and build there on the other side!” Flirt and Frida just have 
to move. Perhaps it will be quiet now, Grandpa Frog thinks and puts a 
fresh worm on his hook. Frida Finch pecks the house apart. This new 
house is still too close to Shoo Finch. She doesn’t want to live so close to 
Shoo Finch. It is Shoo Finch who is always peeping at her. She always 
wants to know what Frida Finch is doing. Frida and Flirt find another spot, 
even further away from Shoo Finch. “Now I will be able to rest,” Grandpa 
Frog thinks and sits down deep in his chair. Flirt Finch begins to strip the 
leaves from the twig. He is going to build their nest here. “Hey, you, Flirt 
Finch,” he hears an angry voice. “Don’t throw your leaves in my yard!” 
It is Fire Finch scolding so. Flirt and Frida move away again. Grandpa Frog 
moves his chair and fishing rod to the other side of the tree near crab’s 
hole and where the dragon flies live. Flirt Finch and Frida must now build 
quickly because the others’ nests have already been finished. They work 
until late, but soon the finches are squabbling again. “You are making too 
much noise! You work too late. You are disturbing us! We can’t sleep,” 
Maans and Naan Finch scold. Flirt and Frida Finch now quickly go inside the 
nest and pull the door shut. Grandpa Frog packs up his fishing rod for the 
night. He will try again tomorrow. The houses have now all been finished, 
so the finches will surely stop fighting now. But, don’t you believe that, 
just like last year, they are still fighting non stop! Grandpa Frog sighs. 
“Your children have thrown their toys in my yard,” Fred Finch scolds. “No, 
it is your children who have picked my seeds,” Saar Finch argues. Saar and 
Vuur argue about something every day. Saar thinks it is Fred’s fault that 
her nest gets wet from the rain. He picked off too many branches around 
his nest. Grandpa Frog eats gnats. He will not manage to catch a fish. 
Frida doesn’t want Fire’s children playing at her door. The dust makes her 
nest dirty. Maf may not whistle when she shakes out her carpets, it 
makes the humans’ dogs bark. Every day, they find something else for a 



fight.One day, Grandpa Frog can no longer bear it! Just listen to the 
racket the finches are kicking up today! It is worse than ever before!  
What are they fighting about now? He peeps from beneath his hat where 
he is sitting by the river. Frida and Flirt Finch flutter in front of their 
house. They shout and scold. Vuur Finch and Shoo Finch also flutter around 
the house. They shout and scold as much! They really fight too terribly, 
Grandpa Frog thinks, but now he sees something awful! A snake’s tail is 
hanging out of Frida and Flirt Finch’s nest! This is why they are screaming 
so and making so much noise! The snake is eating their eggs! This is why 
Vuur and Shoo Finch are acting up like this – they want to chase the 
snake away! Grandpa Frog’s heart is beating in his throat! That night it is 
dead quiet in the willow tree. Nobody is noisy, nobody is fighting. Frida and 
Saar, Vuur and Fred and Shoo sit close against Flirt. Poor, Frida Finch. 
Poor, poor Flirt Finch! Not a single egg has remained. Grandpa 
Frog does not even feel like fishing. He is missing the finches’ noise. 

 

 

 

 

*Practise writing the small letter j and the capital letter J 

 

 



What are frog and dragon fly saying to one another? Fill in the speech 
bubbles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cause and Effect 
 

A cause is something that makes something else happen. It answers the 
question “Why did this happen?” 

An effect is what happens as a result of the cause. It answers the 
question “What happened?” 

 

Example: Cause: Didi missed the school bus. 

Effect: Didi was late for school.  
    

   

Draw a line to match the cause and effect    
 

 

           Cause                                                                        Effect 

 

 

The swing broke. 

 

  

 

I screamed!! 

 

 

John told a funny joke. 

 

  

 

I got full marks. 

 

 

 

A bug jumped on me. 

 

  

 

Lele started laughing. 

 
I studied for my 

spelling test. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nola broke her arm 

 


