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LET US PRAY: 

Dear Lord, 

Thank you for keeping me, my family and friends safe 

during this pandemic. 

You have never abandoned us and we  

pray that you will bring peace and healing to all 

who are suffering today. 

We ask this in Your name, 

AMEN. 

 

LESSON 16: Division in the Church 

1   These kinds of disagreements go back to the time of Jesus.  

• [Luke 9:46-48] The apostles argued as to who should have the best place in the 

Kingdom of God. 

• [Acts 15:1-2] Different groups disagreed as to who should be admitted to the 

church and on what conditions. 

• [1Corinthians 1:10-13] In the letters of St Paul we see him scolding people for 

their disunity and disagreement among themselves. 

•  

THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION 

(1500AD) 

The great disagreement which led to further division in the Church happened 
in the 16th century. During the Reformation, the western 
Church split into Catholics and Protestants.  



Some people protested against what they regarded as wrong beliefs and abusive 
practices of the Church at that time. Many people indeed, including bishops 
and popes, were corrupt. Martin Luther, in Germany, and John 
Calvin in France led the breakaway. Thousands of people followed 
them and others. The main Protestant churches today include Lutherans, 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Reformed and Pentecostals. 
Almost at the same time, in England, King Henry VIII had a 
disagreement with the Pope about his marriage and moved away from 
the Catholic Church, making himself the Head of the Anglican 
Church (Church of England). Anglicans have also kept many of the 
beliefs and practices of the Catholic Church as the Orthodox Church did . 

 

3  Ecumenism:  Today the churches are working towards Christian unity, trying to bring 

about what Jesus had prayed for: “May all be one, as you, Father, and I are one” [John 

17:21] 
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TASKS TO BE COMPLETED: 

 1. In Luke: 9:46-48,  what did the Apostles argue about? 

________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 2. Name the text, in which different groups disagreed as to who should  

  be admitted to the church and on what conditions. 

  

3. Complete the following table. 

  

THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION 

Choose the correct answer from those listed below, and complete the table below. 

 

Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyterians, Reformed and Pentecostals 
 King Henry VIII 
John Calvin  
Martin Luther 

    Catholics and Protestants 

 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

1. The western church was split into   
two groups 

 

2. The breakaway in Germany  

3. The breakaway in France  

4.  The main Protestant churches 
today 

 

5. The Head of the Anglican Church   

 

 

 

 


