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Unit 2 – Read page 55 - 59 

 
Tropical rain forests  
 

 Plants need light, heat and water to grow.  The climate of a place influences 
the type of plants that grow there. 

 Plants provide food and homes for animals.  The type of plants that grow 
there influence the types of animals that live there. 

 The regions in the world with similar climates also have similar plants and 
animals.  

 When you look at a map, you will notice that all tropical rainforests are on 
either side of the equator.  They are called tropical because they are 
between the tropics.  

 We get the Tropic of Capricorn in the southern hemisphere and the Tropic 
of Cancer in the northern hemisphere.  

 Tropical rainforests are forests that grow in areas that is hot and wet for 
most of the year.  
 

 

Activity 1 

Look at the map and read page 55 and graphs on page 56 to answer the questions.   

1. If your compare the rainfall map on page 54 with the map on 55 that shows 

the tropical rainforests, what do you notice?  

2. What type of climate is found in rainforests?  

3. If you look at the rainfall and temperature graphs on page 56, what do you 

notice about the temperature of Singapore throughout the year?  

4. What do you notice about Singapore’s rainfall throughout the year?  

5. If you add the amount of rainfall for every month, how much rainfall does 

Singapore get throughout the year?  

6. If you compare Singapore and Minna’s temperatures for the year, what do you 

notice?  

7. Complete the following sentence by choosing the correct word in brackets:  

The temperature and rainfall graphs show that the climate of tropical 

rainforests is (hot/ cold) and (dry/ wet).  

 



 
Natural vegetation and wildlife in a rainforest 
 

 Natural vegetation describes plants that grow naturally in a region.  

 It does not include any crops or plants that were planted by man.  

 Each level of the forest provides different living conditions and food for the 
animals that live there.   

 Deforestation happens when forests are cut down and cleared away.  Large 
parts of rainforests are cut down or burnt because of logging, farming, mining 
and road-building.  
 

 

Activity 2  

1. The vegetation of rainforests grows in four layers.  Write the name of each 

layer and what type of vegetation is found there.  

2. Look at the animals below.  Draw the following table in your book and 

complete the table.  

 

 

a)                                       b)                                           c) 

 

 

 

 

 

      d)                                        e)                                          f) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

a) Ring- tailed lemur: Lemurs live in the forests of Madagascar, where they eat mainly 
leaves and fruit. They use their long tails to hook around branches.  

b) Chimpanzee: Chimpanzees eat berries, leaves and shoots.  At night they stay in their 
nests which they build in trees. 



c) Giant Centepede: These centipedes can grow to a length of 26cm.  They live in dark, 
damp places such as under stones, leaves or dead tree trunks.  The feed at night on 
worms, insects and spides.  

d) Butterflies: There are thousands of species in the tropical rainforests, some of them 
with a wing span of 30cm.  They have bright colours and eat the nectar from flowers.  

e) Chameleon: Chameleons have a long, sticky tongue which they shoot out to catch 
insects.  They are also well known for their ability to change colour, which helps them 
hide from their enemies.  

f) Gorilla:  The male grows as tall as 2m and can weigh 300kg.  Gorillas live in large 
families and build nests of leaves on the forest floor or in the trees.  They are 
herbivores and eat leaves.  

 

Animal Food it eats Where in the forest does it live. 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

Activity 3 

Read the case study on page 59 about logging in Gabon. Answer the questions.  

1. What is logging? 

2. Why do people log trees in Gabon?  

3. Name two other things people do to cause deforestation.  

4. Write down four effects of deforestation.  

 

   


