
The Merchant of Venice 

- MEMORANDUM 

Act 1 Scene 1 – 3  

Act 1 Scene 1 

1. Fill in the missing words: 

…a rich, of Venice, Salerio and Solanio, so sad, because all his money is out at sea, in one, 

in love, then Bassanio, friends Gratiano and Lorenzo. 

2. Bassanio is in love with Portia and plans to become her suitor. 

3. The problem is that Bassanio has no money in order to compete with the other rich suitors. 

4. 4.1. Portia 

4.2. Portia has inherited a large sum of money from her late father. 

4.3. Beautiful 

4.4. Moral goodness 

4.5. They have already sent glances of affection in each other’s direction. 

4.6. Portia is very impressed with Bassanio. 

5. Antonio suggest that Bassanio go to the rich merchant Shylock. He must ask Shylock if he 

can borrow some money because all of Antonio’s money is out at sea.  

6. Antonio always tries to help his friends, especially Bassanio. He is also forgiving because 

Bassanio has borrowed money from him before and has not paid it back yet. Nevertheless, 

Antonio still gives more money to his friend. He is therefore a very generous person and 

values his friendship with Bassanio.  

 

Act 1 Scene 2 

1. All he could talk about was horses and would be proud if he could be a shoe of a horse.  

2. His ways imply that he is doing a great favour in becoming a suitor to Portia. He will not 

laugh because he is always sunk in melancholy. 

3. He is also obsessed with horses and frowns even more than the Country Palatine. 

4. She would not understand the language he speaks, and he dresses strangely! 

5. He would like to go to war against England. 

6. He drinks too much. Even at his best he is a very inferior specimen. 

 



Act 1 Scene 3 

1. Fill in the missing words: 

… asks Shylock, borrow three thousand, that Antonio, in three months, of Antonio’s, at sea, 

of boards, be trusted, are pirates, of winds and rocks. 

2. 2.1. Shylock is Jewish and therefore he will have strict rules about what he eats and how it is 

served. The difference in belief between Christians and the Jews was great in 

Shakespearean times. Lastly, Antonio and Shylock make it no secret that they do not like 

each other at all. 

3. Shylock hates Antonio because he is a Christian. Antonio lends out money without any 

interest. 

4. Antonio hates Shylock because he asks for interest whenever he lends out money. Shylock 

will do anything to make more money whereas Antonio values friendship more. 

5. They talk about the Jews in Venice. 

6. 6.1. Shylock does not trust Christians. More importantly, Shylock sees an opportunity to get 

revenge on Antonio. (One pound of flesh). 

6.2. The contract must state that the three thousand ducats must be paid beck to Shylock 

within three months or else he (Shylock) may claim one pound of Antonio’s flesh. 

6.3. Yes, Antonio accepts the plan because he is convinced that he will be able to pay 

back the money in time. 

6.4. Bassanio does not want the deal to continue because he fears the demands of 

Shylock, the pound of flesh. 

6.5. Antonio is conflict that he will be able to pay Shylock back within two months, one 

month before the time. 

 

Act 2 Scene 1 – 6 

Act 2 Scene 1 

Caption 1: The Prince of Morocco has arrived to woo Portia. He is confident that he will do well.  

Caption 2: The Prince of Morocco tells Portia not to look at his outward appearance. He is tanned 

by the sun, so he looks different. Even his clothing plays a role in his different appearance.  

Caption 3: The Prince of Morocco promises to fight bears and lions in order to have Portia. Blind 

fortune must lead him to choose the right casket or else he will die in grief.  

Caption 4: Portia is quite impressed but reminds the Prince that they should first go to the teple and 

thereafter to dinner before he chooses the casket. 



Act 2 Scene 2 

1. 1.1. Shylock is Launcelot’s master. 

1.2. “devil” 

1.3. Fiend means: an evil spirit or devil. 

1.4. His conscience and the devil. 

1.5. Should he run away from his master or should he remain loyal to him? 

2. 2.1. The contemplation to run away from his master sounds like the correct thing for him to 

do. 

2.2. He will listen to what he has decided and not go back on his initial choice. 

2.3. A literal phrase because he will leave Shylock.  

3. 3.1. Launcelot is speaking. 

3.2. Launcelot is speaking to his father, Gobbo. 

3.3. The gift is a dish of doves. 

3.4. A halter should be given to Shylock instead of a present. 

3.5. Launcelot is finished with serving Shylock. 

3.6. Shylock never fed Launcelot well. Launcelot describes himself as very thin because of 

the lack of food. 

4. 4.1. b: a request. 

4.2. Launcelot would like to become the servant of Bassanio.  

4.3. To recommend for a promotion. 

4.4. “Well, thou shalt see, thy eyes shall be thy judge, 

The difference of old Shylock and Bassanio … 

Thou shall not gormandize 

As thou has done with me. … 

And sleep, and snore, and rend apparel out.” 

4.5. Bassanio literally has no money… 

4.6. Act 1 scene 1 lines 130-133 

“I owe the most money and in love, 

And from your love I have a warranty 

To unburthen all my plots and purposes. 

How to get clear of all the debts I owe. 

5. 5.1. Too wild, rude and bold. 

5.2. All these ‘mistakes’ of being to wild, rude and bold do not appear as faults. 

5.3. ‘Make an effort’. 



5.4. Ally means to ‘connect by a relationship or bond’. Gratiano must adjust his personality 

to fit in with the formalities of Belmont. 

5.5. Portia and the rest of Belmont might not like Gratiano’s ways and therefore Bassanio 

will lose hopes because they might think that he has similar ways.  

 

Act 2 Scene 3 

1. Jessica believes it is a “heinous sin … / To be ashamed to be [her] father’s child!” Although 

she is Shylock’s daughter by “blood”, she claims not to be by “manners” and hopes to 

become a Christian by marrying Lorenzo. 

2. Jessica will be dressed as Lorenzo’s torchbearer for the street festivities.  

3. Shylock tells Jessica that if she hears a commotion outside, she should “clamber not … up to 

the casement then, /Nor thrust [her] head into the public street / To gaze on Christian fools… 

/But … /[She should] let not the sound of shallow fopp’ry enter /[his] sober house.” 

4. Jessica is ashamed because she has been “transformed to a boy”. 

 

Act 2 Scene 4 

1. A. Lorenzo. 

B. To the rest of the group: Gratiano, Solerio and Solanio. 

C. They are talking about themselves. 

D. Four o’clock. 

2. A. Launcelot. 

B. Lorenzo. 

C. Shylock and Bassanio. 

D. Late afternoon. 

3. A. Lorenzo. 

B. Gratiano. 

C. Jessica. 

D. Late afternoon.  

4. A. Lorenzo 

B. Gratiano. 

C. Jessica. 

D. Late afternoon.  

 



Act 2 Scene 5 and 6 

We will mark this activity in class.  

 

Act 2 Scene 7 

1. “This casket threatens; men that hazard all 

Do it in hope of fair advantages” 

Men that give up everything only do it because they think it will be an advantage. According 

to him these people do not consider any consequences. 

2. The prince of Morocco believes that silver is not good enough for Portia. He even says that 

silver is not good enough for him. 

3. He immediately believes that the gold casket is the correct casket because like the 

inscription says: “… many men desire” and of course the entire world desire Portia. (Note: 

The Prince interprets the word ‘desire’ incorrectly’) 

4. The gold caskets. 

5. “A carrion of Death, written whose empty eye 

There is a written scroll!” 

6. The Prince leaves immediately. She is sad that he close the wrong casket because after all 

he was not bad looking.  

 

Act 2 Scene 8  

 

Statement 1: Incorrect  

 Shylock has more greed than anything else. The fact that she stole some ducats from 

him makes the situation even worse.  

 “My daughter! O my ducats, and my daughter! 

 Fled with a Christian! O my Christian ducats!” 

Statements 2: Correct 

 Antonio is so concerned about Bassanio that he is even prepared to die for friendship. 

 “I saw Antonio and Bassanio part … mind of love” 

 (Act 2 Scene 8 lines 36 – 43) 



Statement 3: Incorrect  

 They are both worried about Antonio and therefore decide to be tactful in disclosing 

the news of the sunken ship belonging to Antonio. 

 “You were best to tell Antonio what you hear. 

 Yet do not suddenly, for it may grieve him” 

Statement 4: Incorrect 

 Shylock wants his money back from his daughter. He does not want anything more to 

do with her because firstly she has eloped with a Christian and secondly, she has 

stolen from him. 

Statement 5: Correct  

 Bassanio values his friendship with Antonio. He is worried about the large sum of 

money involved. Solanio also says:  “I think he loves the world for him”, which proves 

that any parting would be difficult between these two friends.  

 

Act 2 Scene 9 

1. Arragon 

2. a) Tell 

b) Marry 

c) Leave 

3. Fate 

4. Give, Risk 

5. Deserves 

6. Silver 

7. Fool 

8. Obey 

9. Messenger, Venice 

10.  Bassanio 


