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Floods  
 

 Floods happen when there is too much water on the land. 

 Too much water causes rivers to overflow and flood the surrounding area.  

 Floods can be caused by environmental factors as well as by people.  

 Floods can cause serious damage to land and property and can result in 
many injuries and deaths.  

 In the previous chapter you learnt how earthquakes can cause tsunamis that 
flood the land.   

 Global warming and melting of the ice polar caps could also be raising the sea 
levels which can cause flooding in coastal areas.  

 

 

Unit 1 and 2 – Causes and effects of floods(Page 44 and 45) 

Activity  

1. Read page 44 and complete the activity.  Draw the table in your book.  List 

the following causes of floods under the correct headings. Some causes will fit 

under both headings.  

 
Heavy rain     over grazing      burning     buildings     destroying wetlands and dams      
 
                  earthquakes     animals      slopes     lightning fires    tsunamis  
 

 

Human causes Environmental causes 

 
 
 
 

 

 

2. Explain how the following can create a flood.  

a) Earthquakes  

b) Over grazing 

c) Buildings  



3. How can floods cause food shortages? 

4. What causes soil erosion? 

5. Give a possible reason for disease spreading quickly after floods.  

 

Unit  3 – Why some communities are at higher risk than others (Page 46 ) 

Activity  

Places next to rivers often experience floods.  Millions of people across the world live 

next to rivers.  Give six reasons why people live next to rivers.  

 

Unit 4 – Reducing the impact by preparing and responding to floods (Page 47) 

Activity  

Floods are natural events. People cannot stop floods from happening but they can 

reduce the damage caused by floods.  Give six ways to reduce the damage caused 

by floods.  

 

Unit 5 – Case study of a flood (Page 48 – 49) 

Activity  

1. Read the newspaper article on page 48.  List the following information about 

the floods in South Africa:  

a) When the floods happened 

b) The number of deaths 

c) Other damage caused 

d) The cost of the floods so far.   

 

2. Read the news report on page 49 and answer the questions.  

a) Where does Precious Thabethe live? 

b) What damage did the flood cause to Precious Thabethe’s house?  

c) What reasons does she give for not leaving her home?  

d) How have Precious and her family managed to live since their house was 

damaged?  

e) Do you think Precious’ community is more at risk from floods than 

communities who live in other parts of Johannesburg? Give reasons for 

your answer.  

f) Suggest ways people in Precious’ community could have reduced the 

impact of the 2011 floods.   

 



Images of various floods in South Africa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


