
 

Shark attack off the coast 

he would be easy pray. Once he was on the 

surfboard again, and the shark came 

charging, Pulasky tried his last option – he 

slapped the shark right on the nose.  

“I was 6 inches away from its teeth, and I saw 

my life pass before my eyes. But what I most 

remember was its eyes – cold and ruthless, 

like it wasn’t even looking at me”. 

Once he hit the shark, it left. “I was terrified 

that it would come back, so I hastily paddled 

for the beach.” 

Once he reached land, he checked his toes 

and fingers to make sure everything was 

intact. Later when he retrieved his surfboard, 

it had huge teeth marks in it.  

A marine biologist later confirmed that, 

inspecting the teeth marks that it most 

probably came from a shark 18 feet long.  

 

“I had nightmares that night, but the next day 

I was back in the ocean. I love the water, and 

I love surfing. Even before the attack I 

reckoned that shark attacks are rare, and that 

it would be silly to worry about it. I still think 

that”. 
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California lifeguard, Casmir Pulasky, 

was paddling with his surfboard in the 

Pacific Ocean with his surfboard off 

San Louis Obispo, when a shark 

attacked him. 

He says, “I had swum about 13 miles and I was 

about a mile and a half out, when suddenly 

something came straight up out of the water, 

knocking me off my surfboard and into the air. I 

didn’t know it was a shark until I surfaced again. 

Then I saw this big fish swimming around with 

my surfboard in its mouth”. 

“I could see its dorsal fin and I thought, ‘Oh no! 

It is a Great White shark.” His next thought was 

that nobody gets this close to a Great White, and 

lives to tell the tale”.  

Pulasky grabbed the tail of his surfboard and 

started paddling back to land. Several times the 

shark tried to throw him off, into the water, where  

“I was inches from the 

monster’s mouth” 


