
 

Hello Grade 7’s  

I really hope that you are all well and that you are happy and healthy!  

I have missed you all terribly and hope to see you soon.  I hope that you 

have been able to do some work during this time and that the work has 

not been too difficult.  

I have not sent any memos because I want to go through the work with 

you when we mark and explain things as we go along.  

 If you need to get hold of me to explain anything to you, or if you really 

would like the memos, I will send them to you.  

My email address is:  karenvvuuren@gmail.com 

 

This week we are going to be starting History. When you start this 

section, please work on a new page.  I hope that you are remembering 

to write the date and heading each time that you work.  

 

Stay safe and keep well. I can’t wait to see you all again.  
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Grade 7  

Social Sciences – History  

Term 2 - Week 4 

 

 
The Trans-Atlantic slave trade  
 

 Remember in term 1 you learnt that in Mansa Musa’s time, he took thousands 
of slaves with him on his journey to Mecca.  During this time slaves were 
criminals and prisoners of war.  

 Slaves in African societies usually had some rights and were normally not 
treated cruelly.  They were part of society and were often trusted to do 
important work.  Slaves were allowed to marry.  

 People who became slaves as punishment for a crime were set free once 
they had served their time.  

 The African way of life changed with the arrival of Portuguese trading ships 
along the West African coast.  

 From 1451to 1870, about twelve million Africans from West Africa were taken 
to North and South America and to the West Indies as slaves. 

 This trade in slaves is referred to as the Trans-Atlantic slave trade.  

 People were captured in West Africa and were transported as slaves across 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

 They were sold on auction and were made to work on plantations in America. 

 The raw materials from plantations, like sugar, rice, cotton and tobacco were 
shipped to factories in Europe.  Manufactured goods were then sold in Europe 
and in West Africa.  
 

 

Activity 

Look at the map (Source B) on page129 and answer the questions. 

1. Why do you think the Trans-Atlantic slave trade is sometimes called the 
‘Triangular trade’? 

2. From which part of Africa were slaves taken?  
3. What products were taken from North America to Britain?  
4. What products were taken from Britain to West Africa to trade for slaves? 

 
 
 

 

 



Unit 1 – West Africa before the European slave trade (Page 130) 

Activity  

Read page 130 and 131 to complete the activity.   

1. How did West African farmers provide food for their families?  

2. What would farmers do if they needed extra workers?  

3. What did poor people sometimes do in order to get food and shelter?  

4. How was the slavery in West Africa different to the kind of slavery that 

developed as a result of the European Trans-Atlantic slave trade?  

5. When did West African slavery start to change?  

6. What did kings like Mansa Musa do with regard to slaves?  

7. How many slaves were exchanged for one Arabian horse?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Between the 7
th
 and the 19

th
 centuries, about 7 000 slaves were traded across the Sahara each year.   

 


