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Unit 2 - Read page 50 – 51  

 

 
Ways of farming  
 

 In South Africa there are two ways of farming where crops are grown and 
animals are reared:  
 Subsistence farming  
 Commercial farming  

 Subsistence farming is when farmers grow crops and raise animals to 
produce food for themselves and their families.   

 Commercial farming is a business where farmers grow crops and raise 
animals to sell in order to make money.  

 Many people who live in towns and cities have moved there from the rural 
areas.  They have learnt from their parents how to grow vegetables.  You 
can grow enough vegetables to feed a family on a piece of land the size of a 
door.  

 
 

 

Activity 1 

 Read the passage below and answer the questions. 

Nomsa and Vuyo’s grandmother has a small farm.  She grows mealies, pumpkins, 

beans and potatoes on her plot of land to have enough food for her family. The 

family eats most of the vegetables themselves.  If they have too many of one kind of 

vegetable, they exchange the vegetables for something else from one of their 

neighbours.  

She also keeps a few goats and some chickens. The goats are killed on special 

occasions, when the family needs meat. They will share the meat with others. The 

chickens provide eggs for the family to eat.  Some weekends, especially if Nomsa 

and Vuyo’s mother is visiting, they will slaughter a chicken.  

The chickens scratch around the vegetables and help to control the insects that eat 

the vegetables.  The chicken’s droppings also help to keep the soil full of nutrients.  It 

is a good and natural fertiliser.   



1. What type of farm is mentioned in the passage? Give a reason for your answer.  

2. What four crops are grown on this farm?  

3. What animals are kept on this farm?  

4. How does the soil stay fertile on this farm?  

5. How do chickens help control the insects?  

6. How does the family get some of the food that they do not grow themselves? 

7. Give two differences between subsistence and commercial farms.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2  

Read the passage and look at the picture on page 51 and choose the correct words 
in the paragraph. Write only the numbers 1 – 7 and the answer you choose.  
 

This is a 1) commercial/ subsistence farm.  It is a 2) big/ small farm that grows 
 3) one/ many crop(s). The farm has 4) animals/ machines to help with the work.  
The crop in the picture is 5) apricots/ onions.  This crop is 6) sold in shops/ eaten by 
the farmer’s family.  The farm workers have to 7) buy/ sell their own food.  
 
 


