
The ring of the king – a tale by Jay Heale 

Memorandum 

Answers  

1. The background to the ring is not important as long as we realise it is magic. What is 

important is what happens in the story. 

2. We can not know, but maybe because he thought he was powerful with the ring, he acted as 

if he was. His belief in it made think so, and that gave him the confidence to be so.  

3. Your own answer. 

4. He is casting an impression that he is casting a spell or may think that he is casting a spell 

on the sticks. 

5. He passes judgement in his court; eats stupendous feast that last all day;is carried on a 

special sort of bed covered with ostrich feathers through the streets of his city; sleeps in a 

royal bedchamber; is carried to the crystal-clear pool beside the waterfall for a ceremonial 

bath. He has servants, guards many children and wives who bow to him and never turn their 

back on him; he has a crown of gold and ivory and peacock feathers; his cloak is made of 

gold and silk and precious stones; his sandals are of ebony and rhinoceros hide; his robe is 

made of the purest white linen; he has woodcutters he can order about; everyone obeys him; 

he doesn’t walk, he strides through carved doorways.  

6. Yes / No. Explanation should follow. 

7. The king did intend that the ‘secret’ be spread. Without the thief hearing about what would 

happen to the stick of the guilty person during the night, the trick would not have worked. 

8. He did realise his stick would be measured by the king or his servants, but he also believed 

in the magic and knowing he was guilty, he tried to protect himself. It was his guilt that 

revealed itself and gave him away.  

9. Maybe he means that guilt also works like magic because it affects the guilty person. 

10. You should write your own ending. I will listen to you reading it aloud when we get back to 

school.  


