
 Grade 6  

Social Sciences – History   

Term 3 - Week 7 (31 August - 11 September)  

How people govern themselves in a democracy  

 

Unit 1 – Read page 144 - 149 

Activity 1 – Political parties and voting  

1. What is a democracy?  

2. How is the leader in democracy chosen?  

3. How did the apartheid government try to stop the people who fought against 

them?  

4. When did South Africa’s first democratic elections take place?  

5. Is the following situation an example of a democratic government? Give a 

reason for your answer.  

One man and his supporters have been ruling the country for over 20 years.  The 

people of the country are afraid to disagree with what the ruler says because they will 

be put in jail or be harmed in other ways. 

6. What is a political party?  

7. How often are elections held in South Africa?  

8. How do political parties try to convince people to vote for them?  

9. What is a ballot paper?  

10. What happens to the ballot papers once everyone has voted?  

11. How are the results of an election made public?  

12. When did South Africa become a democracy?  

13. How many people voted in the 1994 election?  

14. Who had been the ruling party up until 1994?  

 

Activity 2 – The Constitution 

Read page 146, 147 to answer the questions.  

1. What is the constitution?  

2. Name three different aspects of the constitution.  

3. When was the constitution made into law?  

4. List the rights from South Africa’s constitution.  

5. Say which rights are being violated in each of the following situations and 

explain your answer.  



a) Sasha’s neighbours say she is different to them and that she does not 

belong in their area.  

b) Junaid is 10 years old. Instead of going to school, he sells fruit and other 

items on the roadside at the traffic lights.  

c) Mbuli lives in an area where the rubbish is never collected and there are 

always a lot of flies and rats.  

d) Paula does not have to obey the law because she is president of the 

country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 3 – The role of Parliament  

1. Explain what the role of Parliament is.  

2. Copy the table on page 148 (table 2) into your book.  Remember to write the 

heading ‘The structure of the government.’  


