
Sentences 

Simple, Compound and Complex sentence 

In term one we brushed over sentences. This is one of the most important concepts that we often 

get wrong when busy with language. Let us look at the following rules again. 

The Simple Sentence: 

This has one finite verb and deals with one idea. 

Anne reads a book. 

-What is a finite verb? A finite verb can stand on its own and does not need an auxiliary 

(helping) verb.  

The Compound Sentence: 

This has two or more finite verbs. It may be made up of two or more simple sentences joined by a 

co-ordinating conjunction. 

Dan plays soccer at school and works on his computer at home. 

-What is a co-ordinating conjunction? Co-ordinating conjunctions join two or more words or 

ideas of equal weight. FANBOYS 

The Complex Sentence: 

This contains one main clause or thought and one or more subordinate clauses which provide 

additional information. They are joined by subordinate conjunctions.  

Candice received her results while she was recuperating in hospital after she had broken her leg.  

-What is a subordinate clause? A subordinate clause (A.K.A. Dependent Clause) always 

contains a verb but cannot stand alone.  

-What is a subordinate conjunction? Subordinate conjunctions join a main clause to a 

subordinate clause.  
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Exercise 1: 

Indicate what sentence are the following? 

1. Kerry called the fire department, and they arrived very quickly.   ______________ 

2. The baby elephant followed its mother because the lion was very close. ______________ 

3. The baseball player ran to second base when the pitcher dropped the ball. ______________ 

4. Peter worked hard on his homework, yet he did not finish it.   ______________ 

5. Jane and Louise bought popcorn before the movie started.   ______________ 

6. He plays playstation .        ______________ 

7. The team stands on the field since they are going to play a game.  ______________ 

8. I gave it my best shot.        ______________ 

9. She wore her best jeans.        ______________ 

10.  Lilly was drinking tea but wanted a rusk too.      ______________ 

 

Exercise 2: 

Write 5 Simple, Compound, and Complex sentences of your own.  

1. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

9. ___________________________________________________________________________ 



10. __________________________________________________________________________ 

11. __________________________________________________________________________ 

12. __________________________________________________________________________ 

13. __________________________________________________________________________ 

14. __________________________________________________________________________ 

15. __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 


