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DISCURSIVE & ARGUMENTATIVE 
ESSAYS



Discursive Essay

A discursive essay is the type of essay that discusses a problem, controversy 
(public disagreement or heated discussion) or a recent issue. This essay may be 
formal or informal but is most often written in a formal manner.  



Elements of a discursive essay

It is important that the writer present the problem in an  unbiased manner.

Discuss all points of the argument thoroughly and carefully.

It is recommended that this essay should be written in a third-person perspective 
and avoid first-person phrases such as “in my opinion”, “I believe” and “I fully 
support”. 

When writing a discursive essay you should always start by establishing what the 
issue is about. 



Discursive Essay Plan

General introduction.

Include a response 
to title.

Be interesting and 
relevant. 

Provide some history of 
the topic you are writing 

about.

A FEW PAR (6 reasons, 
6 paragraphs)

Each par. contains 1 
major point of 

argument.
Linked with par that 

comes before it. 
Contains research. 

Return to something 
mentioned in 1st 

par.
Give your opinion, it 
should feel as if you 

have weighed up 
your argument and 

come to a 
conclusion at the 

end. 

2nd last par.
Open with “on the 
other hand”

- List the 
opposing 
side, do not 
change your 
opinion.





Argumentative Essay

A argumentative essay is the type of essay that requires a writer to defend a 
position on a topic using evidence from personal experience, literature,historical 
examples, and research to support his or her point. 

The writer usually uses several different arguments to prove his or her point. 



Elements of a argumentative essay

You should investigate a topic; collect generate, and evaluate evidence; and establish a 
position on the topic in a concise manner. 

Within a argumentative essay there is a clear transition from 1 par. to another. Logical 
progression of thought is seen in the writing in order to follow the essay’s argument. 

The argumentative essay requires well-research, accurate, detailed, and current information 
to support the argument. Multiple points must be considered when collecting evidence. 
Collecting opinions that is not in line with the argument makes for a well-rounded and 
successful essay. 

It is not you job to point out what is wrong, rather explain why other are not informed or up 
to date. 



Argumentative Essay Plan

SEt the context by 
reviewing the topic 

in a general way. 

WHy is this topic 
important

Present argument 
statement

Introduce evidence to 
support argument. 

Explain evidence.

What is your point on 
the evidence found?

Remember to link with 
intro. 

Introduce evidence to 
support argument. 

Explain evidence.

What is your point on 
the evidence found?

Remember to link with 
intro

DO NOT introduce 
new info!

Unify / incorporate 
the information 
presented in the 

intro and the body. 
(summarize)

Restate why this 
topic is important. 

Introduce conflicting 
opinions / evidence 

to support argument.
 

Explain conflicting 
opinions / evidence.

What is your point on 
the evidence found?

Remember to link 
with intro





Argumentative 
Attempts to clearly state a strong 
position on a topic.

It educates and persuade the reader 
on the point of view. It may target an 
audience that is more resistant 
towards the viewpoint.

General format used. The body 
generally present both sides of the 
argument. Pros and cons may be 
presented, but cons is squashed. 

Writer present desired conclusion. 

Discursive
Attempts to presents information in a 
balanced way. 
Is very neutral. 
Present both sides of the discussion 
(supported by facts)

Formal style used when writing this 
essay. 
This essay alternate a paragraph of 
point followed by a paragraph with a 
counterpoint. 

Writer express lo-key opinion in 
conclusion. 

Difference between Discursive and Argumentative Essay



Homework:
Choose and write a discursive or argumentative introduction, paragraph 
2 and paragraph 3 (DRAFT). Write in your book. 
Do not write a complete essay and follow the instructions on how to 
write the first few paragraphs. 

Topics:
1. Is homeschooling a major disadvantage for students? (Discursive 

essay)
2. When can citizens start drinking and smoking (specific age)? 

(Argumentative essay)


