
LORETO CONVENT SCHOOL 

GRADE 11 Religious Education 

Term 2: LESSON 4-6 FORGIVENESS 
 

LESSON 4: FORGIVENESS 

 
 GRADE 11’S  as we journey on our focus on the meaning of the parables in the Bible which relate to our lifestyle and 

how our conscience (right or wrong) is built around our choices in life. In lesson 4-6 we will think about Forgiveness. 

How do we see the people that do wrong in society, the murderers, thieves, the drug addicts, the alcoholics, the corrupt 
leaders and various people in society? 

 

Lastly, the big question; are we righteous? Have we done wrong which perhaps only we know- My big secret. 

Do murderers, thieves, the drug addicts, the alcoholics, the corrupt leaders and people in society and myself deserve 
forgiveness? 

Read the following scriptures on how the Bible relates to forgiveness. We learnt the eight Beatitudes last year and below 

is the relevant beatitude on Forgiveness. 

Matthew 5:7 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy”. 

Matthew 18:21-35:   

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant. 

Then Peter approaching asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must 

I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times 

but seventy-seven times. That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who 

decided to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the accounting, a debtor was 

brought before him who owed him a huge amount. Since he had no way of paying it back, 

his master ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, his children, and all his property, 

in payment of the debt. At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said, ‘Be 

patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.’ Moved with compassion the master of 

that servant let him go and forgave him the loan. When that servant had left, [the servant] 

found one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller amount. He seized him 

and started to choke him, demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ Falling to his knees, his 

fellow servant begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ But he refused. 

Instead, he had him put in prison until he paid back the debt. Now when his fellow 

servants saw what had happened, they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master 

and reported the whole affair. His master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 

servant! I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to. Should you not have 

had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’ Then in anger his master handed 

him over to the torturers until he should pay back the whole debt. So will my heavenly 

Father do to you, unless each of you forgives his brother from his heart.” 

Reflection: 

From the Sermon on the Mount onwards, Jesus insists on conversion of heart: reconciliation with 

one's brother before presenting an offering on the altar, love of enemies, and prayer for 

persecutors, prayer to the Father in secret, not heaping up empty phrases, prayerful forgiveness 

from the depths of the heart, purity of heart, and seeking the Kingdom before all else. This filial 

conversion is entirely directed to the Father. 



Reflection Questions: TASK 1 

1. Was there ever a time you found it hard to forgive someone?  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

________________               (1) 

 

2. Why?  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

________________________________________________         (1) 

 

3. What does Christ say is the consequence of refusing to forgive from the heart?  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________        (2) 

4. Have you forgiven yourself from the heart for any of the sins that you know of? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________      (1) 

5. Could it be that sometimes we say that we have done no wrong out because we 

unconsciously, defend ourselves?  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________       (2) 

6. Could it also be that we do not know what is right or wrong?  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________        (1) 

7. Does society or culture sometimes lead us astray from the bible teaching and our 

conscience? How? 

 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

____________________________________          (2) 

         TOTAL 10 MARKS 
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LESSON 5: FORGIVENESS 

 
 GRADE 11’S  as we journey on our focus on the meaning of the parables of the unforgiving servant and how it relates to 

our lifestyle and how our conscience (right or wrong) is built around our choices in life. In lesson 5 we will think about 

Forgiveness. How do we see the people that do wrong in society, the murderers, thieves, the drug addicts, the alcoholics, 
the corrupt leaders and various people in society? 

FORGIVENESS 

Luke 23:33-34a 

“When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him and the criminals there, one 

on his right, the other on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, they know not what 

they do.” 

The outpouring of mercy cannot penetrate our hearts as long as we have not forgiven those who 

have trespassed against us. Love, like the Body of Christ, is indivisible; we cannot love the God 

we cannot see if we do not love the brother or sister we do see. In refusing to forgive our 

brothers and sisters, our hearts are closed and their hardness makes them impervious to the 

Father's merciful love; but in confessing our sins, our hearts are opened to his grace. 

Read the Parable of the unforgiving servant again: 

Reflect on the following: 

• Learn what the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches about forgiveness and 

conversion of heart. 

• Explore Christ’s requirement of forgiveness in the parable of the unforgiving servant. 

TASK 2 

1. What are the three qualities of the “conversion of heart”?  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________(3) 

 

2. Why do you think Jesus insists that forgiveness is an essential quality of 

discipleship? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________(3) 

 



 

3. What do you think it means to say that love is indivisible?  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________(3) 

 

 

4. How does refusing to forgive others close us off from God’s merciful 

love? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________(4) 

5. What is an example from history, or from your own life, that illustrates 

how love is stronger than sin?  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________(5) 

6. Which one of the parables in lesson 1-3 focused on forgiveness? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________(2) 

 

 

 

       TOTAL MARKS: 20 
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LESSON 6: THE POWER OF FORGIVENESS 

Christian prayer extends to the forgiveness of enemies, transfiguring the disciple by configuring him to his 

Master. Forgiveness is a high-point of Christian prayer; only hearts attuned to God's compassion can receive the 

gift of prayer. Forgiveness also bears witness that, in our world, love is stronger than sin. The martyrs of 

yesterday and today bear this witness to Jesus. Forgiveness is the fundamental condition of the reconciliation of 

the children of God with their Father and of men with one another. 

Overview: Brandt Jean 

 

In a Dallas court last Wednesday, Brandt Jean, whose brother was slain last year by off-

duty officer Amber Guyger, publicly forgave his brother’s killer. He revealed that this 

decision was prompted by his Christian faith. This act astonished those who witnessed 

it and certainly was an unexpected turn of events considering the details of the trial. 

Some people openly wept as Jean hugged his brother’s killer. Some became very upset 

and stormed away. And yet as Christians this total forgiveness is exactly what we are 

all called to show by Our Lord every day of our lives.  

 

The virtue of forgiveness is a rare thing to see in our time. Jean’s beautiful display of 

Christian charity illustrates the power that forgiveness has over the human heart and 

serves as an example of the effect of the Gospel in the world. By imitating Christ we are 

truly transformed, and we dispose ourselves to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Only 

by changing our own hearts, and loving others with the love of Jesus Christ, can we 

truly reflect His love into our society and into the world.Reflection: Discuss this with 

members of your family 

• Discuss the powerful effect of forgiveness in the recent trial of Amber Guyger. 

• Evaluate how showing the forgiveness that Christ requires of us can change our lives 

and the lives of those around us.  
Here is a Prayer for the Strength To Forgive: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

Faultless Lord, enduring death for me, 

You have consummated the debt of my sins: 

Your sacrifice of forgiveness was absolute! 

Grant me the strength to also forgive others, 

To excuse their transgressions against me. 

So I may truly reflect this spiritual fruit, 

Obliterate any persistent feelings of malice. 

Let each trespass end as a closing chapter, 

My continuing on the road of righteousness. 

Forgive my sins as I aspire to forgive others. 

You are truly archetypical of forgiveness. 

You are a most forgiving Lord! Amen 



Task 3: The Power of Forgiveness 

1. Why do you think those who witnessed Brandt Jean’s act of forgiveness wept? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________(2) 

2. What does this reaction to forgiveness reveal about being human? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________(2) 

 

3. How did Jean explain his will to forgive his brother’s killer? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________(4) 

4. Think about the world around you. Would you say the world is more concerned with 

demands for “justice”, or with offering forgiveness? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________   (4) 



5. How does this affect us spiritually? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________   (2) 

6. How has what you read in this lesson changed the way you understand forgiveness? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________   (4) 

7. What can we do if we are finding it very hard to forgive someone in our lives? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

 

        TOTAL MARKS: 20 


