
 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE: 22 JUNE 2020 – 26 JUNE    MRS B BRUWER 

GRADE 8 ENGLISH WORK 

 

Hi Ladies, 

Most of you know me as your old EMS teacher. Whilst Mrs Tshabangu-Manaka is on 

maternity leave I will be taking over for her. I am very excited to be able to work with 

all of you again! 

This English pack will be compiled of:  

1. Comprehension 

2. Revision exercises on language 

Pease use your study guide as a reference to any language questions that you might 

have.  

3. Poetry pack 

The Poetry pack includes four different poems. Each of these poems will be 

accompanied by a ‘Poetry Analysis Sheet’ that you will have to complete. Please 

make use of the notes on figures of speech you have received earlier in the term to 

help you wherever you need be.  

I will clearly indicate how and what needs to be done for each of the following weeks 

to come. And everything will be diligently marked when learners arrive back at 

school. 

Please use this time wisely to complete all of the work to the best of your ability. 

Majority of the marks for Term 1 was below average. In the following weeks to come 

we will do some extensive revision on comprehension and language. 

Please do not hesitate to direct any questions you have to the school who will direct 

it to me immediately. I hoped I would have been able to see you all by now. But we 

will all come out of this stronger. Stay home and stay safe! 

 

 

 



Week 4: 22 June – 26 June 2020 (4 HOURS) 

Comprehension 4: 

Read the following article on Xenophobia and then answer the questions: 

RIGHTS-SOUTH AFRICA: Xenophobia Still Smouldering 

By Mandisi Majavu 

CAPE TOWN, June 19 (IPS) - "My worry is that my children are going to be slaves because 

they won't have anything. These foreign people come to South Africa with nothing, but 

tomorrow he has cash, third day he owns a shop and fourth day he has a car. Where do 

these foreign people get this money?" 

Small business owners are venting their frustrations on 'foreign nationals' - among them 

many Somalis - who own shops in the country's townships, causing experts to warn that 

xenophobic violence could increase.  

Businesspeople from four of Cape Town's impoverished communities - Delft, 

Masiphumelele, Samora Machel and Gugulethu - held several meetings in late May and 

early June to discuss ways of ridding their communities of foreign-owned shops.  

The meetings echo those held a year ago in the Gauteng townships of Atteridgville and 

Alexandra, shortly before over 150,000 foreign nationals were displaced by a wave of 

xenophobic violence that swept the country, killing 62 people with thousands more beaten 

or raped.  

On June14 this year, an unidentified man delivered letters to all 'Somali' shops in 

Gugulethu, giving the shopkeepers until Jun. 20 to leave the area.  The handwritten, 

photocopied letters were meant to be from the Gugulethu Business Forum, and even 

though some members said they had nothing to do with the letters, others accused Somali 

shopkeepers of having a deliberate plan to 'kill off' local business. "Somalians want to be 

the cheapest business people in town. If they see that I am also pricing my goods like them 

they are going to find ways to undercut me," said one woman shopkeeper who declined to 

be named for this story.  

"At the end of the day there is going to be a lot of trouble in my township. If I had money I 

would have left long time ago because there is no peace here. And those boys from 

Somalia have come and created more troubles," said another, who identified himself only as 

'Boyce'. 

Questions: 

1. What is the main idea of this article?       (1) 

2. The headline is: Xenophobia still smouldering. 

2.1 Give the meaning of “smouldering”.       (1) 

2.2 Name the figure of speech used in the headline.     (1) 

2.3 Why is xenophobia described as “smouldering”?  Discuss the connotations of the 

word. Make TWO points.         (2) 



3.1 What are the complaints of business owners in the Cape against Somalis? (2) 

3.2 Do you think these complaints are facts or opinions?  Give a reason for your  

answer.           (2) 

3.3 We are told that the South Africans come from “impoverished communities”.  How 

might this affect how they feel about Somalis?      (2) 

4.1 What do the people who attended the meeting want?     (1) 

4.2 The writer mentions that there were meetings elsewhere in the country before.  What 

happened after those meetings?        (1) 

4.3 How many people died?         (1) 

4.4 How many foreigners were forced to leave their homes?    (1) 

5.1 One woman shopkeeper accuses the Somalis of trying to “undercut” her. What does 

she mean by this?          (1) 

5.2 Why is she afraid of this?         (1) 

5.3 The woman would not give her name to the reporter.  Why do you think she refused 

to give her name?          (1) 

6.1 What does ‘Boyce’  wish he could do?       (1) 

6.2 Why can he not do what he wishes?       (1) 

                      [20] 

Activity 10: 

Punctuate the following to make meaning clear. 

 

1. last saturday the street children set out as usual to see what they could 

scrounge they headed for the local bakery always an attractive destination 

telling themselves that if they could please the owner he would give them the 

previous days bread and maybe even a pie on their way they were noticed by 

some men vagrants like themselves who decided to follow them so that if the 

children were successful they could use their size and force to steal from 

them the men has been keeping an eye on the children and knew their ways.  

           (5) 

 

2. what are you doing here the lifesaver asked you know that the pool is closed 

for the winter you should not be here please sir said the little boy its the first of 

September and I thought the pool would be open you thought stop thinking 

little man and come back in a weeks time  all right thank you sir sorry sir 

           (5) 

          [10] 



Activity 11: 

Look at the following sentences, insert commas where appropriate. 

 

1. Yesterday afternoon we went to a movie. 

2. At the movie house we bought colddrinks large and frothy; popcorn with salt 

and butter; and chocolates that got sticky in our hands. 

3. By the end of the movie we all felt slightly ill. 

4. We came out washed our hands and threw all the rubbish a bin nearby. 

5. In future we shall be more sensible and less greedy! 

6. Immediately the pirate ran along the deck attacked the officer shouted to his 

comrades and leapt overboard.                            

                           [10] 

Activity 12: 

Insert punctuation where necessary, and paragraph the following correctly. 

 

early on saturday morning i had to meet my dad in town, my aim was to travel by train 

just as i arrived at the station i found people standing in a queue patiently waiting for 

the train the only thing i realised when i first saw them was that they were angry 

because the train was not on time i was suddenly approached by the ticket examiner 

who asked me where are you going so early in the morning i said i am going to meet 

my dad in town he said  join the queue right at the back just as i was on my way to join 

the queue i saw the train coming in to the station  

                     [20]  

 

Activity 13: 

The following has been adapted from the article, “Walking from Belgium to Berlin for 

bread”, published in the Cape Argus, on July 17 2009.  Punctuate it correctly. 

a police spokesperson has announced  a belgian man who popped out to his local 
bakery to buy bread rolls took a wrong turn and ended up 400km away in germany 
 
the absentminded pensioner spent several hours driving along the belgian and 

german motorway network before running out of fuel near the small town of 

waldaschaff in bavaria on thursday. 

 

other motorists spotted the man walking aimlessly in his slippers along the hard 

shoulder and alerted police they towed away his car and took him with them to the 

nearest police station where he was later collected by family members 

 



the mans daughter told police my father often gets lost while driving, but he has 

never strayed as far as germany 

                            [10] 

Poetry:  

Read the following poem and complete the Poetry Analysis sheet either on the paper or in 

your textbook. 

Nothing Gold Can Stay 

BY ROBERT FROST  

Nature’s first green is gold,  

Her hardest hue to hold.  

Her early leaf’s a flower;  

But only so an hour.  

Then leaf subsides to leaf.  

So Eden sank to grief,  

So dawn goes down to day.  

Nothing gold can stay. 

Poetry Analysis Sheet 

For this sheet you will read and analyse a poem. The following instructions will help you 

uncover the meaning of the poem. 

1. What does the title mean? 

Take a look at the title and reflect on what it means: 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Put it in your own words 

Read the poem two or three times. You will see something different each time you read the 

poem. Write a brief summary of the poem in your own words. Highlight or list some of the 

words (nouns, verbs, phrases) that are important to understanding the poem. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What do you think the poem means? 

Now think about the meaning of the poem, not just the obvious meaning of each word but 

what they mean beyond the literal. Do these words suggest something else? 

Answer these questions: 

• Who is the subject of the poem? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• What are they talking about? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Why do you think the author wrote the poem? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• When is the poem happening? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Where is the poem happening? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• What is the poet’s attitude? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• How does the poem shift from person to person or between different times or places? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Most poems tell us about a poet’s understanding of an experience so the beginning will be 

different then the end. The change may be in feelings, language (slang to formal), or 

connotation (positive to negative). Explain how these shifts convey the poem’s message. 

Identify different poetic devices and how they convey the poem’s message. 

• Simile – comparison using like or as 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Metaphor – a direct comparison 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Personification – giving human qualities to nonhuman things 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Tone – what emotion does the speaker use as he talks 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Point of view – who is the telling the poem 

_________________________________________________________________________ 



• Imagery – creating pictures with words 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Alliteration – repeating the same letter 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Theme 

Identify the theme (central idea) of the poem. How does the theme convey the poem’s 

message? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Look at the title again 

Now look at the title again. Do you now have a different interpretation of the title? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Begin writing your analysis in your textbook.  

Start with the introductory paragraph. It should contain the title, the author, and an 

explanation of the writer’s position as well as the significance of the title. Include a brief 

overall statement of the meaning of the poem. This will lead you into the body of the 

analysis. In the body of the analysis, discuss how the poem was written, which poetic 

devices were used, the tone, the poet’s attitude, and the shift of the poem from the 

beginning to the poet’s ultimate understanding of the experience in the end. Add your 

interpretation of the poem. 

 


