
NATURAL SCIENCES GRADE 7 

WEEK 8 OF LOCKDOWN PROGRAMME 

MATTER AND MATERIALS, CONTINUED 

TOPIC 7: ACIDS, BASES AND NEUTRALS 

Neutrals…Page 103 

1.  If a substance is not an acid or base, it is a neutral substance. 

2.   Examples of neutral substances:  

      Pure water, salt solution, sugar solution, cooking oil. 

3.    You can make a neutral substance by reacting an acid with a base. 

4.   Toothpaste contains a weak base that cancels out any acid un your mouth to make it 

 neutral. 

Unit 3 Using acid-base indicators 

1.  Different types of indicators are used to test whether a substance is acidic or basic. 

2. The dyes in the indicators change colour when they mix with acids and bases. 

3. These are the different types of indicators we can use: 

• Red litmus paper 

• Blue litmus paper 

• Universal indicator paper 

• Universal indicator solution 

The following table indicates the results when you test substances using red and blue litmus  

paper. We will conduct the tests with litmus paper in class. 

 

 Red litmus paper Blue litmus paper 

Acid RED RED 

Base BLUE BLUE 

Neutral RED BLUE 

 

    

 

 

 



The pH scale 

3. The pH scale Is used to measure how strong and acid or base is. 

4. Any substance that measures between 0 and 6,9 is considered an acid. 

5. The lower the value, the stronger the acid.  

6. A substance that measures between 7,1 and 14 is considered a base. 

7. Substances with a pH of 7 are considered neutral. 

8. Draw the diagram on page 85 to represent the  pH scale. 

 

 

TASKS TO BE COMPLETED 

1. Activity 7…Page 103 

2. Topic 7 revision…Page 108. 

 Write out the sentences. Underline the word you fill in as your answer. 

3.  Test Yourself…Page 108 

 Numbers 1 to 5. 

 Write the answers only, but write full sentences. 

 


