
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION GRADE 7 

Let us pray together:                               

 

 

Almighty and all-merciful God,  lover of the human race, healer of all our wounds,  in whom 

there is no shadow of death,  save us in this time of crisis;  grant wisdom and courage to our 

leaders;  watch over all medical people as they tend the sick and work for a cure;  stir in us a 

sense of solidarity beyond all isolation;  if our doors are closed, let our hearts be open.  By the 

power of your love destroy the virus of fear,  that hope may never die  and the light of Easter, 

the triumph of life,  may shine upon us and the whole world.  Through Jesus Christ, the Lord 

risen from the dead,  who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen.  

LESSON 11: Knowing Right from Wrong 

A.  CONSCIENCE   

 1.   Conscience is the law of God written on the heart.  It is the little voice inside 

that tells you when something is right or wrong.  It is a natural instinct but very 

much too the result of moral education and of personal values.  

     When you disobey a traffic rule or your parents or teachers how do you feel? When 

you steal something (sweets, shoplifting, car) how do you feel?  If you are caught 

how do you feel?   Why?   Is something objectively wrong or wrong when you feel 

guilt or when you feel shame?  

B.  SIN 

  Sin is a failure in genuine love for God and neighbour caused by our own 

selfishness. Sin results in a loss of integrity and erodes our conscience.  

      We sin "in what I have done and in what I have failed to do."  

     Sometimes we are not fully aware of this but in the case of serious sin the action is 

deliberate. 

C. TEMPTATION.  

  Temptation is thinking about doing something wrong. One has a free choice to say 

yes or no.  For example, during an exam the answer book of the person next to you 

is visible. You have the choice to look at the answers or not.  



 Temptation can also be avoiding doing something right, for example being too 

scared and choosing not to stand up for a belief or when you see something wrong 

happening.   

 Temptation in itself is therefore not sinful. It is neutral. Giving in to it is sinful. 

Looking at an attractive boy is not sinful but looking at pornographic pictures or 

visiting a porn website can be.  Who decides?  Our conscience does.  

 

TASKS TO BE COMPLETED 

1   Read the temptations in Matthew 4. Explain the difference between 

temptation and sin in the story of Jesus. 

2   There are a number of Old Testament stories of temptation and sin, for 

example: Samson and Delilah, Judges 16:4-22 and 

 David and Bathsheba, 2 Samuel 1:11-27 

 Read them and make up a modern day version of such a story of 

temptation.(Your story should be about half a page)  

3.  Read the case studies that follow. 

 Answer the three questions 1, 2 and 3 for each case study given below in 

Examples A to E only 
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CASE STUDIES 

Read the case studies and discuss the stories below as instructed.  Use the following questions.  

1. Who was tempted?   

2. Did the person give in?  Did the person sin? 

3. What role did their conscience play?   

 

A. Peter brought a pornographic magazine to 
school.   He showed it to Thabo at break and 
they invited Jason and Clive to come and look 
at the pictures.  Clive said no because he knew 
he would get into trouble if he got caught. 
Jason said no because he said he didn't like 
looking at those kind of pictures.  Discuss.  

 

B. Your mother is out at work all day but 
expects you to come home and do your 
homework and start the supper.  You would 
rather spend time playing around with your 
friends. Just before she comes home you 
quickly get things in order and sit down with 
your books, pretending you have been studying 
all afternoon.    Discuss. 

 

C. Discuss an episode, from a current soap 
opera or other programme that you watch, for 
example, Yizo.Yizo, Generations, or  Egoli.  First 
identify the moral issue is then answer the 
questions. 

 

D. You are shopping with a friend at a clothing 
store.  You go into the fitting room and find a 
really nice little shirt that has fallen behind the 
chair there.  Obviously the shop attendant 
doesn't know it is there.  You want to put it 
into your handbag but your friend says no, you 
should hand it in.  Discuss. 

 

E.  Half the class knows that there are drugs 
for sale at the school and that two or three 
classmates are using them.  What do you do 
and why?     

 

E. A teacher asks you to carry his books and go 
home with him after school.  What do you do 
and why? 

 

F. You know that your father periodically beats 
up your mother.  Do you keep quiet so that he 
does not abuse you or do you seek help?   

 

OTHER TOPICS  
Decide what the moral issue then answer the 
questions.  
Cheating in exams.   
Cheating at sports.  
Taking drugs to improve sporting 
performance.  
Receiving stolen goods.    
Hijacking. 

 



 

 


