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Unit 4 – Why some communities are at higher risk than others (Page 39) 

Activity  

Read page 39 and answer the questions 

1. How an earthquake affects people depends on a number of things.  What are 

these things?  

2. How do people living in places like New Zealand or Japan prepare 

themselves for the effects of earthquakes?  

3. Name two areas in the world where you should not live if you want to avoid 

the risk of earthquakes. 

4. Why are urban areas in some parts of the world more at risk of serious 

damage than rural areas?  

5. Give two reasons why rural areas could be safer during an earthquake.  

6. Do you agree with Christina Gonvales that people who live in richer countries 

will be less at risk from the effects of earthquakes?   

 

 
Reducing the impact of earthquakes 
 

 Scientists who study the movements of the earth’s crust can often predict 
where and when earthquakes are most likely to happen. 

 While people can never be completely protected, it is possible to takes some 
steps to reduce the impact. 

 Some places have earthquake drills, in the same way people have fire drills.  
It is best to get outside into the open before the shaking begins. 

 Many homes in earthquake areas are made of wood as it is more flexible than 
bricks and cement.  Should a building collapse, it is less likely to crush the 
people inside.  

 

 

Unit  5  –  (Page 40) 

Activity  

Look at the pictures in figure 7 on page 40. Write a sentence for each one to explain 

how the impact of an earthquake can be reduced.  



Unit 6 – A case study of the 2010 Haiti earthquake (Page 41) 

 

 
Haiti before the earthquake  
 
Information about Haiti:  
 

 On 12 January 2010, a powerful earthquake struck the 
island of Haiti close to the capital city, Port-au-Prince. 

 It was the strongest earthquake to hit this area in the 
last 250 years.  

 In 2010, more than 70% of the people in Haiti were 
living on less than R10 a day.  

 Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere 
and one of the poorest countries in the world.  

 Over two million people lived in Port-au-Prince before 
the earthquake. 

 86% of the people in Port-au-Prince lived in poorly built, 
concrete buildings.  

 230 000 people died in the earthquake.  
 

 

Activity 

1. Look at the map on page 41. Name the tectonic plates that meet near Haiti.  

2. Near which city did the 2010 earthquake strike?  

3. Give two example of poverty found in Haiti. 

4. Describe how being poor makes the impact of earthquakes worse.  Mention 

the income levels and the kind of buildings in an area.  

5. Refer to your answer in question 4 and explain why this had an impact on the 

amount of people that died as a result of the earthquake.   

Some photographs of the Haiti earthquake in 2010 



 

Haiti earthquake of 2010 A woman walking down a devastated street in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Jan. 

20, 2010.Gregory Bull/AP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


