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NATURAL SCIENCES AND TECH GRADE 6 

WEEK 7 OF LOCKDOWN PROGRAMME 

TOPIC 9: Processes to purify water…Page 101 

Unit 1: Clean water 

Why we need clean water 

1. Plants and animals need a clean supply of water to survive and without water they would die. 

2.  Our bodies contain a lot of water. In fact you are mostly water! We need water every day 

 because we lose water everyday with the waste our bodies produce. The water we drink must 

 be clean to prevent us from becoming sick or being poisoned.  

 3. Plants and animals need clean water so that they can grow and be healthy. We need healthy 

 plants and animals in our environment because they provide an ecological balance and food.  

4.  Water is also used for fun. Water sports are a very popular recreational activity and include 

 things like swimming, surfing and waterskiing. We want clean water in our seas and lakes so we 

 can enjoy being in the water without becoming ill. 

 

 

Recreational activities in water 
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5. This sign is a warning that the water is not clean and humans should not drink it or have 

 contact with it  as it could be dangerous to your health. If it is unsafe for consumption, it is 

 also unsafe for swimming. 

 

    A warning against polluted water. 

Processes to clean water. 

Sieving 

1. Dirty water can be cleaned by using a sieve and sieving the water. 

2. The small the sieve holes are, the cleaner will the water be, as particles will remain behind in 

 the sieve. 

3. Sieving, however will not get rid of harmful micro-organisms in water. 
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Filtering 

1. Using a cloth as a filter to purify dirty water can also be used.  

2. Filtering, however will not get rid of harmful micro-organisms in water, so it is not safe to 

 drink. 

 

Settling 

1.  If a mixture of  water and harmful substances  stands in the container, the medium-sized pieces 

 of solid  matter  (called sludge) sink to the bottom. The substances start to settle. 

2. The water at the top is still dirty but now it only contains small pieces of solid matter. 

3. Some cultures add crushed seeds to the water. This speeds up the settling process. 

 

Sand and particles have settled at the bottom 
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TASKS TO BE COMPLETED 

1. Study keywords and meanings from Topics 8 and 9. 

 Begin with No. 1 - fertilisers, Page 92…end with No. 16 – constraint, page 107. 

 Please write your keyword test next week on Thursday 28 May. I will send the test words 

 on Wednesday the 27th. 

2. Activity 1…Page 101 

3. Activity 2…Page 103 

4. Revision Activity…Page 110, Numbers 1 to 4 ONLY. 

5. ACTIVITY: Cleaning water in a still 

TRY AND COMPLETE THIS ACTIVITY ON YOUR OWN. FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY. 

MATERIALS:  

• clean, dry small pot/container (a clean empty yoghurt cup will work) 

• muddy water 

 • big, deep cooking pot(try and use and old pot) 

• ruler  

• 1 marble or clean stone 

• plastic cling wrap 

INSTRUCTIONS:  

1.  Pour the muddy water into the big pot until it is about 5 cm deep (you can use the ruler to 

 measure the depth of the water).  

2.  Place the smaller pot/container inside the bigger pot. 

3. The rim of the smaller pot/container must be lower than the rim of the bigger pot so that the 

 water which condenses on the cling wrap has space to run down to the centre where the 

 stone/marble is weighing it down and drip into the smaller pot/container. 

4.  Cover the bigger pot with plastic cling wrap.  Place a marble or stone in the middle of the 

 plastic wrap so that it is above the small pot/container inside the pot. You have now made 

 a still for purifying water.  

5.  Leave the still out in the sun for a day. 

6.   You can continue with the activity after the still has been out in the sun for some time. 

7.  Look carefully at the still and answer the questions below. 
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QUESTIONS:  

1.  What do you notice about the inside of the smaller container? Is it wet or dry?  

2.  What do you notice about the cling wrap? Is it wet or dry?  

3. Write a paragraph to explain how the water got inside the yoghurt tub. You can use words 

 from the following list, but you can also add your own words: energy, sun, evaporate, water, 

 water vapour, condense, drip, clean. 

4.  Why is there no dirt inside the small container/pot? 

5.  Where was the dirt at the end of the experiment?  

6.  Make a poster of the process, using a page in your workbook. 

  You can draw neatly labelled pictures of the process on your poster. 

 


