
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION GRADE 6 

LOCKDOWN PROGRAMME WEEK 7 

                                        Let us Pray:                                                                                         

Lord I pray for everyone needing to feel your presence today. 

May you wrap Your loving arms around them to heal any illness 

or heartbreak they may be suffering from. 

Thank You Lord for showing them that  

You will never leave them nor forsake them. 

Cover them with Your precious blood and 

comfort them with Your peace which surpasses all understanding. 

In Jesus name, 

AMEN!  
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LESSON 28: The Origins of Hinduism 

1. The origins of Hinduism are lost in the mists of time. No one knows exactly how it began, and 

there is no person we can identify as its founder like Jesus, for Christianity, or Mohammed, for 

Islam. 

2   About 5000-6000 years ago there were people living in the northern part of India, called the 

Dravidians. Another people, the Aryans, who were stronger came from the West and drove the 

Dravidians south. So, eventually, the northern and southern parts of India contained different 

peoples, with different languages, cultures and ways of understanding and practising 

Hinduism. 

   Hinduism comes to South Africa:     

1. In 1860, Hindu labourers came from India to South Africa to work on the sugar plantations 

in Natal. They brought both kinds of Hinduism to South Africa. Today, about 63% of South 

African Hindus are from the south of India, while the remaining 37% come from the north.  

 2.  Other Hindu immigrants from India have added to the Hindu community over the years. They 

have made an important contribution to the history of this country. The most famous Hindu to 



have lived in South Africa was Mahatma Gandhi. ‘Mahatma’ means ‘Great Soul’. In 1883, while 

a young advocate he was expelled from a train in Pietermarizburg because of his colour.  

3. This incident left a deep impression on him, and later he embarked on passive resistance 

campaigns, first in South Africa against the Transvaal(now Gauteng) government, and 

then, on his return to India, against British colonial rule. Gandhi supported religious 

tolerance and dialogue, but he was assassinated in 1948 by a fanatic who accused him of 

allowing Muslims to steal a part of India (Pakistan) in the settlement of independence from Britain. 

4.  Many practitioners of Hinduism look upon it as a way of life. This is why you find that each 

family has a shrine in the home. Temple worship is not the main form of worship as it is in 

other faiths. 

           

A Hindu Shrine      A  Hindu Temple 

TASKS TO BE COMPLETED 

Read the passages above, and the worksheet that follows, and then answer these questions: 

1. In which country did Hinduism start?  

2. Explain how the northern and southern parts of India came to contain different peoples with  

 different cultures. 

3. Draw arrows (IF YOU HAVE PRINTED IT, IF NOT, IT WILL BE DONE LATER!) to show the 

 movement of Aryans into northern India, and the resulting push of Dravidians southwards. 

4. Why did Indian labourers come to South Africa? 

5. Describe  the main beliefs of Gandhi. 

6. Why did he embark  on passive resistance campaigns? 



FAMOUS GANDHI QUOTES : An eye for eye only ends up making the whole world blind. 

Happiness is when what you think, what you say, and what you do are in harmony. 

ORIGINS OF HINDUISM 

 

       NORTH              NORTH 

 

      PEOPLE          LANGUAGES 

 

       Aryan                        Hindi 

                              Gujarati 

    

    SOUTH LANGUAGES 

    PEOPLE 

   Dravidian                                Tamil      Telegu                              

    

The South African Hindu population is divided between families that have their origin in Northern 

India and those who come from the Southern India. Aryan (Hindi and Gujarati speakers) 37% 

Dravidian (Tamil and Telegu speakers) 63% 

 

The most famous Hindu to have lived in South Africa was 

Mahatma Gandhi. ‘Mahatma’ means ‘Great Soul’. In 1883, while 

a young advocate he was expelled from a train in Pietermarizburg 

because of his colour. This incident left a deep impression on 

him, and later he was a leader of non-violent resistance 

campaigns, first in South Africa against the Transvaal 

government, and then, on his return to India, against British 

colonial rule. Gandhi supported religious tolerance and dialogue, 

but he was assassinated in 1948 by a fanatic who accused him of 

allowing Muslims to steal a part of India when independence 

from Britain was eventually won. This part of former India is called Pakistan.  


