
THE EUCHARIST

(Structure & Symbols)



1. The church is the place where our 

celebrations as the people of God 

takes place.



2. Holy Water Fonts are placed near 

the doors so that people can 

symbolically purify themselves before 

the celebration.



3. The Tabernacle where the Blessed 

Sacrament – the bread is kept



4. The Sanctuary Lamp is always kept 

burning near the tabernacle to remind 

us of Jesus’ presence.



5. A crucifix normally occupies a 

central place in the church. It reminds 

us of the sacrifice that Jesus made for 

us.



6. The priest or reader stand at the 

lectern to proclaim God’s word.



7. The altar is a bit like our family 

dinner table. We gather there to share 

a holy meal. The altar is covered with a 

white table cloth as a symbol of purity.



8. Candles are placed on the altar to 

remind us that Jesus the Light of the 

World is with us



9. Vestments are the items of clothing 

worn by the priest for the Eucharist



10. Sacred Vessels

a) The paten ( a metal plate which 

carries the bread)



b) The chalice is the container used for 

the wine.



c) The corporal is a square of fine linen 

spread on the altar on which the paten 

and the chalice are placed.



d) The pall is a square white cloth 

covered board embroidered with a 

small cross that covers the chalice.



e) The purificator is a rectangle of 

white cloth used by the priest to clean 

the chalice during the celebration.



f) The ciborium is a vessel shaped like 

a chalice but with a cover. In it, are 

kept the hosts of consecrated bread. It 

is kept in the tabernacle.



g) A small tray carrying a bowl, a cruet 

of water and a white cloth used by the 

priest when he washes his hands to 

symbolically purify himself


