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Colonisation of the Cape 17th – 18th Centuries 

 

 Unit 3 - Read page 164 - 170 

 
Dutch settlement and slavery at the Cape 
 

 The Dutch settlements that were established in the Cape could not grow 
enough food to provide to the passing ships, so farms were allocated to 
people to grow more crops.  

 The Dutch brought slaves to the Cape to help with farming and do heavy 
work.  

 Slaves were brought to the Cape mainly from countries around the Indian 
Ocean.  

 The slaves brought their religion, cultures and languages to the Cape, which 
became part of the culture of South Africa.  
 

 

Activity 1 
 
Read pages 164 to 166 and answer the questions.  

 
1. Why were the Khoikhoi not suitable to do the work?  
2. Read Sources F and G on page 164 and answer the questions.  

a) Why did van Riebeeck want to get slaves at the Cape?  
b) What work did he want them to do?  
c) Why did he think the Slaves would be a cheap source of labour?  
d) Why was Madagascar considered to be a good source for slaves?  

3. Where did the first slaves come from?  
4. Throughout the 17th and 18th centuries, which four areas were the main areas 

that slaves were brought from?  
5. How many slaves were brought to the Cape?  
6. Describe the slaves that came from the East.   
7. How many ships returned to the Cape with slaves from Madagascar?  
8. Why were male slaves preferred over female slaves?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity 2 
 
Read pages167 to 170 and answer the questions.  
 

1. Where did most of the slaves work?  
2. Who did some of the slaves belong to?  
3. What did they build?  
4. What other work were these specific slaves responsible for?  
5. Some slaves belonged to rich people. What work were they responsible for?  
6. Some of the slaves were very skilled crafts people and even earned some 

money.  What were their skills?  
7. There were two slave rebellions at the Cape.  How did this make the slave 

owners feel?  
8. What was the most common form of resistance from slaves?  
9. How were settlers informed of a slave escape?  
10. Where did runaway slaves live?  
11. How did these slaves survive?  
12. How can the legacy of slaves still be seen today?  
13. How did many of the slaves at the Cape get to know about Islam?  
14. By 1840, how many people had converted to Islam in the Cape?  
15. How did the slaves learn Dutch? 
16. How did Afrikaans develop as a language?  
17. Describe the first book written in the Afrikaans language.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


