
Grade 7 EMS 

Inequality and poverty 

What does it mean to be poor? 

To not have enough money to take care of your basic daily needs. 

Some people in society are very rich, others are very poor.  This is called a socio-

economic imbalance.  The causes of this are: 

 Unemployment 

 Gender imbalance in earning power 

 High rate of unemployment amongst the youth 

 Legacy of Apartheid 

 Diseases 

 Disabilities 

 Government corruption 

 Natural disasters 

What is a sustainable job? 

Employment that provides work security, with benefits, that an employee can rely on 

to sustain him/her and the family members over a long period of time. This job 

guarantees, as long as the person is employed, a regular, steady income. 

What could government do to create more sustainable jobs? 

 Improve transport and infrastructure in rural areas to encourage businesses to 

move there 

 Banks could make loans available to poor people 

 Government could encourage tourism etc in rural areas 

 Government could support the development of small towns 

 Training and employment 

 Government could invest more money in businesses that offer large-scale 

employment eg. mining 

 Government could offer financial help to small-scale farmers 

QUESTION: 

In post COVID-19 South Africa, how can the government improve the economy and 

encourage foreign investment in our country? Write 3 lines explaining what you think 

can be done. 

 

 



Programmes addressing inequality and poverty in South Africa 

1. The Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP) 

 

 Rebuild and develop a strong South African economy 

 Rebuild and develop an equal, democratic society 

 Develop education and skills, increase employment opportunities 

 Satisfy the basic needs of all people (water, sanitation etc) 

 

2. Growth, Employment and Redistribution (GEAR) 

 Growing the economy 

 Creating jobs 

 Make sure all benefit from resources 

 

3. National Development Plan (NDP 2030) 

 Reduce inequality 

 Get rid of poverty 

 

The Production Process 

 

Production: The making, creating and producing of goods/products that satisfy 

people’s needs and wants. 

Productivity: How much work is done in a certain period of time. (how effective the 

work is) 

What is productivity? 

-The relationship between what is put into the production process (inputs) and what 

comes out at the end of the process (outputs). 

How can productivity be increased? 

 Worker can work faster 

 Develop quicker working methods 

 Use skilled workers 

 Use fewer inputs 

 Use better working methods 

 

 



What is technology? 

-Not only the equipment and machinery used in the production process but also the 

knowledge of using the tools and machines to perform tasks more efficiently. 

-Positive and negative technology 

 

Inputs in the production process 

 

Factors of Production Return/Reward 

Natural Resources/Raw materials Goods/Products 

Labour Salaries/Wages 

Capital Interest 

Entrepreneurship Profit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LORETO CONVENT SCHOOL 

Grade 7 EMS Task 

Total: 20 marks 

Name: _________________________ 

Instructions: Complete the flow diagram showing the production process of Lays 

Chips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(draw a picture too) 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 



The Production Process 

1. Complete the table below. 

Type of business Inputs Processing Outputs 

Hairdresser    
 
 
 
 
 

Bakery    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. Match the phrases in column A with the words in column B by drawing lines to 

connect the two phrases. 

A B 

1. Process that changes inputs into 
outputs 

Labour 

2. Enables us to correct possible 
mistakes 

Photograph 

3. An input Production 

4. An output Feedback 

 

3. True or False? 

Economic growth takes place when a country prints more money. 

Give a reason for your answer. 
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