
 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE: 15 JUNE – 19 JUNE     MRS B BRUWER 

GRADE 8 ENGLISH WORK 

 

Hi Ladies, 

Most of you know me as your old EMS teacher. Whilst Mrs Tshabangu-Manaka is on 

maternity leave I will be taking over for her. I am very excited to be able to work with 

all of you again! 

This English pack will be compiled of:  

1. Comprehension 

2. Revision exercises on language 

Pease use your study guide as a reference to any language questions that you might 

have.  

3. Poetry pack 

The Poetry pack includes four different poems. Each of these poems will be 

accompanied by a ‘Poetry Analysis Sheet’ that you will have to complete. Please 

make use of the notes on figures of speech you have received earlier in the term to 

help you wherever you need be.  

I will clearly indicate how and what needs to be done for each of the following weeks 

to come. And everything will be diligently marked when learners arrive back at 

school. 

Please use this time wisely to complete all of the work to the best of your ability. 

Majority of the marks for Term 1 was below average. In the following weeks to come 

we will do some extensive revision on comprehension and language. 

Please do not hesitate to direct any questions you have to the school who will direct 

it to me immediately. I hoped I would have been able to see you all by now. But we 

will all come out of this stronger. Stay home and stay safe! 

 

 

 



Week 3: 15 June – 19 June 2020 (4 HOURS) 

Comprehension 3: 

Read the following letter and answer the questions below. 

Buyers beware of prescription drugs 

 

Where does the fault lie for overdosing on prescription drugs ["Heartbreak of 

addiction hits home," News, June 14]? Drug companies advertise: Ask your doctor 

for the purple pill. Consumers demand prescriptions for the pill. Doctors provide the 

prescriptions. 

 

Ultimately, the responsibility lies with the consumer who demands the drug and then 

overdoses on it.  

 

Nevertheless, I would like to see drug companies prohibited from advertising. Not 

because they are culpable, but because advertising increases the cost of the drugs 

for people who need them. 

 

Aurora Forte 

Smithtown 

 

Questions: 

1.1 Where would such a letter as above be found?     (1) 

1.2 Who is the audience for such a letter?      (1) 

1.3 Why are square brackets used?       (1) 

2. Outline the writer’s point of view about  

2.1 Who is to blame if someone overdoses on prescription drugs   (1) 

2.2 Whether or not drug companies should be allowed to advertise  (3) 

3. Is there an implicit (or hidden) message in the text, concerning doctors?  

Explain.           (2) 

4.1 Describe the context in which this letter was written.    (2) 

4.2 How does the context influence the writer’s message? Explain.  (2) 

5. What do you think the writer of the letter might have left out of this debate  

and why?          (2) 

6. Do you agree with the message of the letter?  Elaborate.   (2)  

           [15] 

http://www.newsday.com/topic/health/medicine/prescription-drugs-HEDAR00000155.topic


Activity 8: 

Complete the sentences below by filling in the correct form of the verb: 

 

1. All the time that you were watching television, your brother (do) the washing 

up. 

2. Yesterday, I (read) my book during the Maths lesson. 

3. The people (braai) in their yard all yesterday afternoon. 

4. My father (go) to Durban next week, but now he can’t. 

4. After the lesson, we (walk) towards the next class, when we heard the fire 

alarm. 

5. We (eat) dinner quickly and then watched the TV programme. 

6. The worker (pull) down the garage door and went home. 

7. The car (speed) along the road when the policeman tried to stop it. 

8. The women (talk) loudly as they made their way to the tap. 

9. The farmer (break) up the logs for the fire that night. 

10. The plane (fly) towards the airport when the storm began. 

          [10] 

Activity 9: 

Fill in the correct forms of the words in brackets. Write out the paragraph in full, 

underlining the words you change. 

We must begin (prepare) for the (retire) of our principal. She has (serve) the school 

for thirty years. 

 

When she first accepted this (assign), she thought she would be at the school for a 

short time. She was (happy) unaware that she would stay on for so long.  

 

She has (rich) the lives of many learners. She has (courage) the (…heart…), helped 

the (need), and supported the (anxiety) learners. She has always been fair:  her 

rules are (reason) and (practice). 

 

She (be) (appreciate) and (high) praised by all.  

          [15] 

 



Poetry:  

Read the following poem and complete the Poetry Analysis sheet either on the paper or in 

your textbook. 

Acquainted with the Night  
BY ROBERT FROST  

 

I have been one acquainted with the night.  

I have walked out in rain—and back in rain.  

I have outwalked the furthest city light.  

 

I have looked down the saddest city lane.  

I have passed by the watchman on his beat  

And dropped my eyes, unwilling to explain.  

 

I have stood still and stopped the sound of feet  

When far away an interrupted cry  

Came over houses from another street,  

 

But not to call me back or say good-bye;  

And further still at an unearthly height,  

One luminary clock against the sky  

 

Proclaimed the time was neither wrong nor right.  

I have been one acquainted with the night. 

 

 

 

 



Poetry Analysis Sheet 

For this sheet you will read and analyse a poem. The following instructions will help you 

uncover the meaning of the poem. 

1. What does the title mean? 

Take a look at the title and reflect on what it means: 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Put it in your own words 

Read the poem two or three times. You will see something different each time you read the 

poem. Write a brief summary of the poem in your own words. Highlight or list some of the 

words (nouns, verbs, phrases) that are important to understanding the poem. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What do you think the poem means? 

Now think about the meaning of the poem, not just the obvious meaning of each word but 

what they mean beyond the literal. Do these words suggest something else? 

Answer these questions: 

• Who is the subject of the poem? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• What are they talking about? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Why do you think the author wrote the poem? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• When is the poem happening? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Where is the poem happening? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• What is the poet’s attitude? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• How does the poem shift from person to person or between different times or places? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 



Most poems tell us about a poet’s understanding of an experience so the beginning will be 

different then the end. The change may be in feelings, language (slang to formal), or 

connotation (positive to negative). Explain how these shifts convey the poem’s message. 

Identify different poetic devices and how they convey the poem’s message. 

• Simile – comparison using like or as 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Metaphor – a direct comparison 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Personification – giving human qualities to nonhuman things 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Tone – what emotion does the speaker use as he talks 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Point of view – who is the telling the poem 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Imagery – creating pictures with words 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Alliteration – repeating the same letter 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Theme 

Identify the theme (central idea) of the poem. How does the theme convey the poem’s 

message? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Look at the title again 

Now look at the title again. Do you now have a different interpretation of the title? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Begin writing your analysis in your textbook.  

Start with the introductory paragraph. It should contain the title, the author, and an 

explanation of the writer’s position as well as the significance of the title. Include a brief 

overall statement of the meaning of the poem. This will lead you into the body of the 

analysis. In the body of the analysis, discuss how the poem was written, which poetic 

devices were used, the tone, the poet’s attitude. 


