
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION GRADE 7 

MEMORANDUM 

LESSON 11: Knowing Right from Wrong 

TASKS TO BE COMPLETED 

1   Read the temptations in Matthew 4. Explain the difference between 

temptation and sin in the story of Jesus. 

Temptation is thinking about doing something wrong 

Giving in to it is sinful. 

In Matthew, the devil tempted Jesus by telling him to turn stones into bread when he was 

hungry and  offered him all the kingdoms in the world. 

Jesus did not give into his offers, but refused, so he did not sin. 

Sin is a failure in genuine love for God and neighbour caused by our own selfishness 

Sin results in a loss of integrity and erodes our conscience. Jesus was faithful and trusted in 

God. We sin "in what I have done and in what I have failed to do."  

2   There are a number of Old Testament stories of temptation and sin, for 

example: Samson and Delilah, Judges 16:4-22 and 

 David and Bathsheba, 2 Samuel 1:11-27 

 Read them and make up a modern day version of such a story of 

temptation.(Your story should be about half a page)  

3.  Read the case studies that follow. 

 Answer the three questions 1, 2 and 3 for each case study given below in 

Examples A to E only 

A. 1. Who was tempted?  Thabo, Jason, Clive and Peter. 

2. Did the person give in?  Did the person sin? Peter sinned. 

3. What role did their conscience play?  Thabo, Jason and Clive followed the  voice of 

 their conscience, but Peter gave in. He tempted the other boys. 

B. 1. Who was tempted?  The student. 

2. Did the person give in?  Did the person sin? The student sinned. 

3. What role did their conscience play?  The student did not listen to her conscience 

 because she disobeyed her mother and then pretended as though she had been  



 studying, which was a lie. 

C. 1. Who was tempted?  Pupils own answers 

2. Did the person give in?  Did the person sin? 

3. What role did their conscience play?   

D. 1. Who was tempted? The young lady who wanted to put the top in her bag.  

2. Did the person give in?  Did the person sin? Wanting to take it is sinful. 

3. What role did their conscience play?  The friend was her conscience in this story,  

 and it does not say whether she listened or not. 

E. 1. Who was tempted?  The student. 

2. Did the person give in?  Did the person sin? The teacher was sinful, wanting the 

 student to go to his  home. 

3. What role did their conscience play? The student’s conscience we hope, would have 

 told her to refuse.  
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