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I would like to take this opportunity to welcome every learner, parent and
member of staff back to Loreto Convent School for our 2020 academic year. I
trust that you have had a superb holiday break and that you are ready to tackle
this year with enthusiasm, valour and determination. We trust that you will
quickly settle in to your new routine and feel very welcome here at your new
Loreto family.
A special Loreto welcome to Ms Elizabeth Kuriakose, our new Gr 2 teacher, Ms
Yvonne le Roux our new High School Language teacher and Ms Bianca
Potgieter who is standing in for Mrs Meagan Parker who is on maternity leave.
Starting this new decade there is an enthusiasm in the air and we hope and
pray that the year will turn out to be filled with joy and happiness. The leaders,
our prefect body, have already set the example and I want to commend the
group with their teachers for their sterling start to the year.
Condolences to Tokollo and Thoriso Masetla, whose farther passed away last
week. Also to Mrs Magda de Beer, (Gr 1 teacher) whose mother-in-law passed
away in this week.
Our matric results: we had one failure, which will be remarked. Should it be a
pass, we can achieve a 100 % pass for the 26th year in a row. The Dux scholar
was Basetsana Nthloro, with four distinctions. We would like to mention
History with an average of 78 % with 6 distinctions. Thank you for all the matric
teachers’ hard work in 2019 and encouraging the girls.
We are working hard at keeping the school
building and grounds neat and tidy and we
are grateful for the generous rain, which we
had over the past weeks. Please focus on
playing your part in recycling.

Thank you to all who attended the parents evening. Apologies for the
challenges with parking and entering and leaving the school. We appreciate
your patience in this regard.

www.loreto.co.za
pa@loreto.co.za
012 326 6342
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From the Principal’s Office

pa@loreto.co.za

General News (HS and PS)
SCHOOL CONTACTS:
General Enquiries and Reception – Mrs Mateka – 012 326 6342 (switchboard) reception@loreto.co.za
Executive Principal– Mrs Truter – principal@loreto.co.za
Executive Principal’s Office – Mrs Stoman – pa@loreto.co.za
Admissions – Ms Westra – admissions@loreto.co.za
Finance and Finance Matters – Mrs Swart – finance@loreto.co.za
Primary School Deputy Principal – Ms Hill – michelleh@loreto.co.za
High School Deputy Principal – Ms Alves (previously Mrs Pinto) – mariaa@loreto.co.za
EMIS Officer – Mrs Swanepoel – admin@loreto.co.za
Sports and Physical Education Queries – Mrs Haupt – sherilynh@loreto.co.za

Website (for booklists, school fee info, bank details, calendar, newsletters and other information)

www.loreto.co.za

Loreto Convent School will be reviving the Parent Teacher Association (PTA). The
main purpose for the PTA is to raise funds for the School.
RCL members will be elected this month after a selection process, where all learners are
involved. At our Parents’ Meeting on 21 Jan, it was announced that RCL members parents
will automatically become part of the PTA (Parent Teacher Association) which we are hoping
to re-start this year. However, the following is of importance to bear in mind:
Many parents confuse an SGB with the PTA. SGB’s function ONLY at public schools. We
are a private school and fall under the umbrella of the Loreto Trust. It is the Trust, according
to their own Constitution, who elects a Board of Governors where, of a group of 11 people,
only two parents can be members. The other members are the Chairperson, vice
Chairperson, the Principal, a Loreto Sister, a Trust member, a representative for the Primary
School, a representative for the High School, the Ethos co-ordinator and Finance
Chairperson.
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Welcome to every new parent and learner! We would like to take the opportunity
to encourage parents to be involved in their children’s’ education. Please attend the
Parent’s Evenings, check your child’s homework, speak to them about what is happening at
school and try to be informed about all aspects of their lives. Our staff are always willing to
assist wherever possible, but we can only achieve this if there is proper communication and
assistance from parents.
Please do always visit our website on www.loreto.co.za, where you will be able to
find school information, check the school calendar, find all information and all newsletters,
as well as contact us for any information you may still require. If there is something
additional that you wish to see on the website, please do inform Mrs Swanepoel, who will
be able to process your request.
A newsletter will go out to parents approximately every second week. If you do not
have an Email address, please do inform the school so that the newsletter can be printed
in hard copy for your child. The newsletter will always be posted to the website, where it
will be available for parents to download and print. We urge parents to PLEASE read
the newsletter as most of the queries we receive from parents are already addressed in the
newsletter. (www.loreto.co.za)

Please support our fundraising efforts at school, by purchasing items with your
MySchool card as we receive money back that we can use for much-needed projects.
Application forms for MySchool cards are available from Mrs Stoman.
No second hand books or uniforms are sold at school on parent’s behalf. Should
learners have books or items of uniform that they wish to sell, they will need to make
contact with each other in order to sell their old books. Lost property items that are not
marked, are kept in the Daycare room, and are available for purchase. Do visit our uniform
shop on the school premises (next to the secretary’s office) for new purchases.
We would like to appeal to parents once again to ensure that all items are

clearly

marked – books, uniforms, bags, etc. Items of lost property are taken to daycare, where
the staff check for names and return items to their owners. Should the property not be
marked, it is sold as part of fundraising for the school or is donated to charity. There is an
astounding amount of unmarked lost property that is collected by the school annually.
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There are also boxes of unclaimed textbooks that find their way to lost property and are
never collected or marked so that we can return them to the learners. We cannot emphasize

PLEASE MARK ALL ITEMS OF
CLOTHING AND TEXTBOOKS AND LUNCHBOXES!
this point enough parents –

Sick Room and Medical Information: Parents must please note that the
School may not, by law, dispense any medication to a learner, unless that medication has
been provided by the parents, is clearly marked and has clear directions for the time, dosage
and route of the medication. We may not give learners Panado, Gaviscon, Allergex or any
other over-the-counter medication. If your child is injured or ill, please seek medical
attention for him/her! If your child has an allergy or suffers from asthma or any other
chronic condition, please make sure that they have their medication with them at all times
and please make sure that the school is aware of your child’s condition. The School will call
parents to collect injured or very ill learners – PLEASE make sure that you answer your phone
or get back to us as quickly as you can, should we call. The school will never call parents,
unless it is important. Should a learner need urgent medical attention, the school will
arrange for an ambulance to take the learner to the nearest facility, regardless of whether
the parents can be reached or not, at the parents’ own expense.
We would also like to appeal to parents NOT to send any learner to School in the following
situations:
 if the learner has a fever
 if the learner has any rash on the body (can be chicken pox, measles or other illness)
 if the learner has vomited/had diarrhoea (attend to by a doctor please) and do not send the
learner back to school until vomiting/diarrhoea has completely stopped for more than 12
hours
 if the learner has influenza (temperature, coughing, runny nose, body aches or a sore throat)
 if the learner has a swollen, itchy or red eye(s) (first exclude pinkeye by a doctor)
 head lice (until successfully treated)

There has recently been much in the news regarding

school camps and

learner safety. We would like to reassure parents that we take the safety and wellbeing of our learners very seriously indeed. Grade 7, 8 and 9 learners have the opportunity
to participate in camps during the year. Camps encourage learners to develop social skills,
develop independence and decision-making skills, educate and make learners aware of the
environment around them, learn new skills and develop leadership skills. Our camp venues
are selected with very stringent safety guidelines in mind and we are very particular about
not leaving learners unsupervised during any activities at camp. We send an adequate
number of teachers with our learners, who are trained in First-Aid, and they are responsible
for constant supervision and roll call of learners throughout the day. Our School has an
active Safety Committee, which meets and discusses the important issues relating to the
Occupational Health and Safety Act and we are proud of our four-star rating recently
awarded by NOSA. Please know that we are fully committed to the safety of all our learners.
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PRIMARY SCHOOL

y

Welcome back to school, and a very special welcome to our new children and parents.
We hope to have a very long and happy association with you and that you soon feel part
of the Loreto family.

y

Thank you to all our parents who attended our first Parents’ Meeting on Tuesday, 21
January. Our teachers enjoyed meeting you all and look forward to the exciting year
ahead.

y

Next week, starting on Monday, 27 January, is Mary Ward week, where we celebrate the
foundress of our school. Our project for the year is as follows:

We are encouraging all learners and teachers to bring any old clothes, which are clean
and in good condition, to school to contribute to “Mary Ward’s Closet”. These can be
both school clothes and home clothes. The learners can then visit the closet and choose
clothes for themselves, without any money changing hands. Anyone is welcome to visit
and take clothes, even if they have not brought in any clothes. The aim of this project is
to encourage good fellowship in the school, and to provide for members of the school
community who might be in need of clothing.

y

Clubs, sport and extra lessons start on Monday, 27 January. Letters will be sent home,
should your child need to attend extra lessons in either Maths or English. Senior Primary
Choir parents are to please take note that choir practice takes place on Tuesday
afternoons, from 14h00-15h30 and the girls may not leave before the end of the session.
Please make alternative transport arrangements if necessary.
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y

All Primary School children must wear their sports clothes on Wednesdays for the
Activity period. The Senior Primary have already started their activities and Foundation
Phase will start their activities on Wednesday, 30 January.

y

All the Primary School children will be swimming during their Phys-Ed periods this term.
The timetable for swimming is as follows:
 Monday: Grade 1F, 3P and 3V
 Tuesday: Grade 1D, Grade 4 and Grade 5
 Wednesday: Grade RN
 Thursday: Grade 6
 Friday: Grade 2D, 2K and Grade 7
Please note that Grade RN and Grade 1F and 1D only start their swimming classes in the
week starting 03 February.

y

All Foundation Phase parents are requested to send in a box of tissues and a packet of
sealed sweets for the term.

y

We will be sending information home shortly about our Outreach projects for the year.

y

A kind request to our Senior Primary parents to make sure that all the necessary
textbooks have been purchased. It makes it very difficult for the girls to keep up with the
work and complete homework if they do not have all the textbooks.

y

All new children have been issued with a Code of Conduct. Please take the time to read
through the booklet with your child to familiarise yourself with the school rules. Please
ensure that you sign the back of the book. All learners must keep the booklet in the bags
at all times. The teachers will check these signatures on 31 January.

y

Our Grade 7 learners will be attending the Grade 12 Mass on Friday, 31 January at 08h00.
Girls must be dressed neatly in full school uniform with blazers.

y

There are still lockers available for rent in the Primary School at R50 for the year. Please
send in the money, together with a lock and two keys to Mrs Haupt, and a locker will be
allocated.
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y

All Senior Primary girls must have a name badge. Badges have been ordered for the new
girls and will arrive soon. Should a child need to replace the badge, a new one can be
ordered from Mrs Haupt at R20 per badge.

y

Please note that the Nana Sita Street gate closes at 16h00 every afternoon. Children
must be picked up through the Visagie Street gate after 16h00. Day care children must
be picked up by 17h30 please. Failure to collect learners on time from Daycare will result
in a fine that will be billed to your account.

y

Class, individual and sibling photos will be taken on Tuesday, 04 February. All children
will pose for an individual photo, and parents can decide when they receive the order
form whether or not they would like to buy the photo package.

y

Photos of the new children will be taken on Thursday, 06 February for the lunch cards
for the Tuck shop.

y

Parents must please note that if your child is a non-South African citizen, must please
supply a certified copy of the learner’s passport, as well as a valid study permit (in the
name of the School). If you have applied to Home Affairs, it is your responsibility to follow
up with them regularly and provide the school with that evidence please. Home Affairs
and the Department of Education will be following up on all learners whose
documentation is not in place within the next few weeks. We are appealing to parents to
assist us in that regard.

Parent Satisfaction Survey 2019
Thank you to all parents who responded to our survey last year. We
received valuable feedback and we are currently finalising information
which will be presented to parents in response to your comments and
concerns. Please keep an eye out for this feedback in an upcoming
newsletter.
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HIGH SCHOOL
9 Please take note that all High School learners were issued with letters regarding fees and
books for 2020. It was clearly stated that certain books were bought at school and that it
is compulsory to buy these books from school. The books WILL be billed on your account.
Unfortunately many parents did not read this and bought the books at much higher prices
than at school.
9 Grade 12 parents are invited to attend Inauguration Mass on Friday, 31 January 2020 in
the Sacred Heart Cathedral at 7h45. Parking will be available on the field, entrance Visagie
Street.
9 The Extra Curricula Roster has been handed out to every learner. Clubs, sports and extra
lessons will commence on Monday, 27 January. It has also been attached below for your
convenience. Learners who have a compulsory class, have been notified by Ms Alves.
All Grade 8 learners must also attend the Study Methods class, on a Monday, from 14:00
to 15:00. Please read the rules pertaining to this with your daughter – it is attached.
9 The Assessment Plan will be handed out to all learners on Monday and uploaded onto
our website. Please be aware that sometimes it is not possible to keep to a scheduled
date but that teachers do organise with their class a more convenient time.
9 Choir auditions have taken place and the successful candidates will be informed in the
coming week.
9 Blood Drive: 3 February – any parent who wishes and can donate, may do so at school
from 9:00 to 13:00. Learners over the age of 16 may donate.
9 Individual, sibling and class photos: 4 February – this will take place during the school
day at school.
9 At our Parents’ Meeting some parents requested the suggested notes used by teachers
to be emailed and therefore it will be emailed to all parents. Other parents requested that
the tracksuit be made of a warmer material for Winter. It is important to note that the
tracksuit is NOT Winter uniform. It is part of the sport uniform. In the High School, we
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do allow learners to wear the tracksuit during the four (4) weeks of exams in June because
it is more comfortable. If a learner feels cold, thermal underwear may be worn beneath
the tracksuit.
9 RCL members will be elected this month after a selection process, where all learners are
involved. At our Parents’ Meeting on 21 Jan, it was announced that RCL members parents
will automatically become part of the PTA (Parent Teacher Association) which we are
hoping to re-start this year.
9 Parents must please note that the School may not, by law, dispense any medication to a
learner. Therefore, we would like to request that you provide your High School
daughter with the following in a small tin or container, that she is able to keep with her
in her schoolbag at all times, and can be used in the case of headaches, period pain,
nausea and other problems that she may have during the school day.
These medications are inexpensive and are available over-the-counter at Clicks or
Dischem.
o
o
o
o
o
o

1 x sanitary pad or tampon
2 x Neurofen Period tablets
2 x Buscopan tablets
2 x Valoid or Aculoid tablets
2 x Panado tablets
2 x Allergex Non-Drowsy tablets

We really appeal to parents to adhere to this request, as we can not send learners home
for minor headaches, period pains, allergies or other ailments that can be eased by
taking over-the-counter medication that she has received from you, her parent.
If your daughter has chronic period pain or headaches, she must be seen by a doctor
please and chronic medication must be supplied, depending on the doctor’s
recommendations and treatment plan. Please alert the school to any conditions which
she may have – including allergies, asthma, heart conditions, and so forth.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
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UNALLOCATED PAYMENTS / REFERENCES
We have a large number of payments that have been made into the school’s bank account
that do not have any references, or incorrect references. If you have made one of these
payments, please do send your proof of payment to Mrs Swart at finance@loreto.co.za so that
she can allocate it.
We would also like to appeal to parents to PLEASE reference their payments correctly –
ESPECIALLY RE-REGISTRATION PAYMENTS later in the year, as it is almost impossible to allocate
correctly, or understand what is being paid for. Reference payments as following please:

The reference is your four digit family code number, NOT the old family code (in this case, NOT MOK012 please)!
Thereafter, please indicate what the amount being paid is for. This means, that for this account, the correct bank
references will look like this:
1017 School Fees
1017 Re-Reg
D1017 Day Care
1017 Extra Fees
1017 Textbooks
1017 Netball Camp
1017 Hockey Camp
1017 Matric Dance
Please also do try to pay correct amounts, as the system gets confused when large amounts are paid that do not match
any amounts. When amounts are correct, and referenced in this way, the system is able to allocate to the account
automatically and mistakes are avoided.
Please do try to assist us in this regard so that we can effectively provide a great service to you!
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PS SPORTS & CLUBS
TERM 1
DAY

TIME

MONDAY
TENNIS MATCHES
FP CHOIR
BEGINNERS SWIMMING ( GR 4 & 5 )

14H10 - 16H00
13H00 - 14H00
14H10 - 15H10

EXTRA ENGLISH ( 4 - 7 )

14H10 - 15H10

TUESDAY
BEGINNERS SWIMMING ( GR 6 & 7 )
SP CHOIR
EXTRA MATHS - GRADE 4 & 5

14H10 - 15H10
14H10 - 15H30
14H10 - 15H10

WEDNESDAY
SQUAD SWIMMING - GRADE 2 - 7

14H10 - 15H00

THURSDAY
TENNIS COACHING - GRADE 4 - 7
EXTRA MATHS GRADE 4 - 7

14H10 - 15H10
14H10 - 15H10

FRIDAY
BALLET
SOCCER
TENNIS COACHING

13H15 - 17H15
13H30 -15H30
13H30 - 14H30
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HS SPORTS / CLUBS / LESSONS
TERM 1 – 2020
DAY
MONDAY
Activities

Extra Lessons

TUESDAY
Activities

Extra Lessons

WEDNESDAY
Activities

Extra Lessons

THURSDAY
Activities

Extra Lessons

FRIDAY
Activities

CLUB /
SPORT / LESSON

TEACHER

TIME

GRADE

YFC / RCL
Jr Debating
Hockey
Afrikaans
CAT PAT
Geography
History
Study Methods
Maths
Life Science
Study / Homework room

Ms Nyirenda
Mrs Parker
Mrs de Bruin
Ms le Roux
Mrs Mazango
Mrs Matebesi
Mrs Vosloo
Mrs Buys
Mrs Brown
Mrs Waldeck
Mrs Albertyn

Long break
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:00 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:30
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 16:00

Gr. 8 – 12
Gr. 8 – 9
U15 and Open
Gr. 9 only
Gr, 10 only compulsory
Gr. 8 – 12
Gr. 8 – 12
Gr. 8
Gr. 11 only
Gr. 12 only
Gr. 8 – 12

Wellness
Green Team
Senior Debating
Netball trials

Mrs Tshabangu-Manaka
Mrs Matebesi
Mrs Parker
Mrs Smit / Ms Hermann / Ms
Sitsha / Ms Potgieter
Mrs McLaren
Ms le Roux
Mrs Smit / Mrs Marais
Ms Hermann
Mrs M Parker / Ms Potgieter
Mrs Mazango
Mrs Waldeck
Mrs Muganiwa
Mr Agyepong
Mrs Vosloo
Mrs Taljard

14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 14:30
14:10 – 15:00
15:00 – 16:00

Gr. 8 – 12
Gr. 8 – 12
Gr. 10 – 12
Gr. 8 – 12

14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:30
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 16:00

Gr. 8 – 12
Gr. 9 – 10
Gr. 9 only
Gr. 10 only
Gr. 8 – 9
Gr, 11 only compulsory
Gr. 11 only
Gr. 10 – 11
Gr. 12 only
Gr. 8 – 12
Gr. 8 – 12

Tennis matches
Choir
Hockey
Life Science
Maths
Accounting
English
Afrikaans
Maths
Maths
Study / Homework room

Mrs Haward
Mr Bezuidenhout
Mrs de Bruin / Mrs Marais
Mrs Waldeck
Mrs Marais
Mr Agyepong
Ms Tshabangu
Mrs Taljard
Mrs Albertyn
Mrs Brown
Mr Wolmarans
Mr Agyepong

14:10 – 17:00
14:10 – 15:30
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:30
14:10 – 15:00
15:00 – 16:00

Team
Gr. 8 – 12
U15 and Open
Gr. 10 only
Gr. 10 only
Gr. 10 – 11
Gr. 8 only
Gr. 11 – 12 only
Gr. 8 only
Gr. 12 only
Gr. 8 – 12

Stretching and Relaxation
Choir
Netball trials

14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:30
15:00 – 16:00

Gr. 9 – 12
Gr. 8 – 12
Gr. 8 – 12

Green Team
Beginners Swimming
Physical Science
English
CAT PAT
Afrikaans
Study / Homework room

Ms Swartzberg
Mr Bezuidenhout
Mrs Smit / Ms Hermann / Ms
Sitsha / Ms Potgieter
Mrs Matebesi
Mrs Nkosi
Mrs Muganiwa
Mrs Parker
Ms Mazango
Mrs Taljard
Ms Le Roux

14:10 – 14:30
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:30
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 15:00
14:10 – 16:00

Gr. 8 – 12
Gr. 8 – 12
Gr. 12 only compulsory
Gr. 11 – 12 only
Gr. 12 only compulsory
Gr. 8 only
Gr. 8 – 12

Liturgical Choir
Prefect meeting

Ms Nyirenda
Mrs Matebesi

14:00 – 14:30
14:10

Gr. 8 – 12
Prefects only

Tennis coaching
English
Maths
Afrikaans
EMS
CAT PAT
Life Science
Physical Science
Accounting
History
Study / Homework room
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Instructions: ALL SPORTS, CLUBS and EXTRA LESSONS START MONDAY, 27 JANUARY.
GRADE 8 - 11
1) It is compulsory to do a sport or a club or a lesson, therefore sign up for one other
of your choice.
2) You may, however, do more than one if it does not interfere with your academic
work.
GRADE 12 – Voluntary (any sport and/or club) but please try to attend extra classes.
CHOIR: It is a year’s commitment.

EXTRA CURRICULA RULES
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Make sure you do attend the club or sport or lesson on the
given day.
Make sure your name is ticked off on the register.
However, ticking your name off at the beginning and not
attending will gain you two demerits – one for noncooperation with afternoon activity and one for
dishonesty.
Absence from a sport or club without a good reason/excuse
constitutes a demerit. A note from a parent or guardian is
needed.
Arriving at a sport or club without the necessary
equipment/kit (eg. racquet, sports clothes) constitutes a
demerit.
6. Do NOT be late for the sport or club or lesson.
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