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The dog is big, the cow is bigger but the elephant is the biggest. 

 Comparative adjectives are used to compare one noun to another noun. e.g.  The cow 

is bigger than the dog. 

 Superlative adjectives are used to compare three or more nouns. E.g. The elephant is 

the biggest of all. 

 -er added to a describing word (adjective) means more. 

 -est added to a describing word means most (adjective) means most. 

 We use –er to compare two describing words (comparative) and-est (superlative) to 

compare three or more. 

 

There are some spelling rules to remember when adding –er and –est to describing words. 

1. When adjectives end in –e add on only-er or -est 

Example: 

large  larger  largest   ripe riper ripest  wise wiser wisest 

Exercise 1: 

Add –er and –est to the following. 

(a) pale (b) fine (c) safe (d) brave (e) tame 

 

 

2. If the adjective ends in –y, change the-y to I, then add –er or –est 

Example: 

tidy tidier tidiest, happy happier happiest silly sillier silliest 

Exercise 2: 

Add –er and –est to the following words. 

(a) weary (b) sorry (c) steady (d) healthy (e) pretty (f) ugly (g) lucky (h) heavy 

 

 

3. Sometimes it is necessary to double the last letter of an adjective when adding –er or -

est. 

Example: 

big bigger biggest  hot hotter hottest 



Exercise 3: 

Add –er and-est to the following words. 

(a) red  (b) sad (c) fat (d) dim (e) grim (f) slim 

 

 

4. The following adjectives do not follow the rule. 

 

good     better   best 

bad     worse    worst 

much     more     most 

little   less   least 

 

Exercise 4: 

 

(a) Lynne is a good swimmer but Thandi is ______________. 

(b) I have more friends than Tom but you have the _____________ friends of all. 

(c) I had a little food when I left but now I have ______________. 

(d) John’s writing is usually bad but today it was the _______________ than ever. 

(e) All her books are good but this one is the ______________ ever. 

 

5. When we compare long adjectives we do not add –er or-est. The words would sound 

clumsy. Instead we use more and most 

Example: 

comfortable   more comfortable   most comfortable 

beautiful   more  beautiful   most beautiful 

         Exercise 5: 

         Use more or most with the describing word in brackets. 

(a) It was the (beautiful) dress Zinzi had ever seen. 

(b) The second creature was even (terrifying) than the first. 

(c) That is one of the (exciting) stories I have heard. 

(d) Division is (difficult) than multiplication. 

(e) When my father fitted a (powerful) engine the boat went well. 

(f) Patrick wanted the (expensive) model in the shop, 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Exercise 6: 

Fill in the missing words in the paragraph below.  

Use the correct form or each adjective. 

Use the word box below to help you. 

BROTHER RIVALRY 

Once upon a time, there were two brothers named Ed and Ted who always competed against 

each other. No matter how hard Ted tried, Ed always died everything better. 

See Ed was one year _______________ than his brother Ted. When they measured their 

height. Ed was always ten centimetres ______________ than his brother. 

They loved kicking the soccer ball but no matter how hard Ted tried, Ed always kicked the 

ball ____________ than his brother. 

When they played basketball, Ed always kicked the ball _____________ than his brother 

Ted. 

Whenever they raced to the finish line, Ed was always a couple of seconds ____________ 

than Ted. 

Ted was going to give up on being the best because his brother was always ______________ 

than everything he did.  

Ed and Ted were both exhausted. Their mom called them both back in the house for supper. 

They sat down at the table but it was Ted who was _______________ than his brother 

because he ate his whole meal and asked for seconds. 

 

farther   hungrier   higher   older   faster   taller   better 
 

 

1. Complete the following. 

Use the correct form of the adjective in brackets. 



(a) Russia is the _______________ country in the world. (big) 

(b) Mt. Everest is the______________  mountain peak. (high) 

(c) King Solomon was the ______________ of all kings. (wise) 

(d) The Nile is the ________________ river in the world. (long) 

(e) Mr. Katri was the _______________ of all the soldiers. (brave) 

(f) Deepa was the _______________ among the girls. (intelligent) 

(g) Australia is the _____________ island. (large) 

(h) Suliman was the _____________ and ________________ man in the whole village. 

(lazy, unpopular) 

(i) The ______________ trees in the world are found in North America. (tall) 

(j) Rina is wearing the ______________ dress. (bright) 

(k) She told me the _________________ story. (interesting) 

(l) That story was the _____________ in the competition. 

 

2. Write the comparative form of the adjective. 

(a) Anne is ________________ (happy) than her sister. 

(b) My hair is ______________ (long) than yours. 

(c) The exams are getting _________________ (bad) and _______________ every 

year. 

(d) John is ________________ (thin) than Bob. 

(e) Steve is _____________ (sad) today than yesterday. 

(f) My car is ______________ (large) than Marc’s car. 

(g) The ______________ (soon) the _______________ (good). 

(h) That pile of books is the ________________. (heavy) 

 

3. Write the superlative form of each adjective. 

a) I am the ______________ (tall) in class. 

b) This is the _________________ hotel I have ever stayed in.(expensive) 

c) This road is ________________ than the roads in Mpumalanga. (narrow) 

d) New York is the _____________ (busy) cities in the USA. 

e) Jabulile is of the ________________  (good)soccer player in the team. 

f) The North Pole is th ___________________( cold) places on earth. 

g) My father is one of the ________________ (generous) people I know. 

 

4. Insert the comparative or superlative form of the adjective. 

a) I think John is _____________ (happy) now then a year ago. 

b) His _________________ (big) desire is to return home. 

c) She is probably the __________________ (energy) person I know. 

d) Today’s weather is ___________________ (bad) than yesterday. 

e) My brother is __________________ (young than me. 

f) He drove _________________  (fast) and _________________ (fast) until we 

told him to stop. 

g) __________________( many) people want to be rich. 

 


