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Resistance to slavery  
 

 Some slaves tried to run away to places where slavery was illegal. 

 This was very difficult, and they were usually caught and harshly punished for 
trying to escape.  

 Often they would resist in small ways such as to work slowly, or pretended 
not to understand what they were supposed to do.  They sometimes broke 
tools or set fire to buildings. Some slaves would pretend to be sick or even 
injure themselves so that they could not work.   

 Sometimes slaves would attack their owners but this did not often happen as 
they were strictly controlled.   

 Last week you read about Nat Turner’s revolt. 

 Life for slaves in the South became even harder after the Nat Turner rebellion. 
  

Joseph Cinque and the Amistad mutiny in 1839 
 

 Joseph Cinque was a slave from West Africa.  

 He became the leader of a group of slaves who were taken across the Atlantic 
Ocean to the Caribbean in 1839. 

 While they were at sea, the slaves killed the captain and took control of the 
ship called the Amistad.  

 This taking control of a ship by refusing to obey the people in command is 
called a mutiny.  

 Joseph Cinque wanted the sailors to take them back to Africa but instead the 
sailors sailed to America instead.  

 There was a big court case to decide if the slaves should be punished, but in 
the end the court decided that Joseph Cinque and 34 other slaves should be 
set free and return to Afica. 

 This story of Joseph Cinque gave hope to many other slaves.  
 

 

Activity 1 

Read page 146 to 149 and answer the questions 

1. What was the Underground Railroad?  

2. Why were railroading terms used?  



3. What did the following terms refer to?  

a) Station 

b) Station masters 

c) Conductors  

4. What was the safest time for slaves to travel?  

5. What would the slaves do during the day?  

6. How did Harriet Tubman escape to freedom?  

7. What happened to Harriet Tubman at the age of twelve?  

8. Why was Harriet Tubman so well known among slaves and slave owners?  

9. What is an abolitionist?  

10. Why was John Brown famous?  

11. What happened in the American Civil war concerning slavery?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 2  

Copy the table below in your book and complete the activity. 

a) Refer to Sources F to L found on pages 144 to 149.  In the first column of the 

table, fill in what type of source each one is e.g. photo, letter, poster etc.  

b) In the second column of the table, classify the source by saying if the point of 

view is from the slave or slave owner.  

 

 Type of source Point of view 

Source F   

Source G   

Source H    

Source I    

Source J    

Source K    

Source L    

 

 


