
 Grade 4  

Social Sciences – Geography  

Term 3 – Week 5 (20 – 31 July) 

 

Unit 4 - Read page 55 – 57  

                   

 
Stock Farming  
 

 Stock farming means animal farming. 

 Large stock are big animals such as cattle and sheep.  
 Beef cattle are bred for their meat.  They live in hot conditions and are 

found in most parts of South Africa.  
 Dairy cattle are reared for their milk. A cow produces milk when she 

has a calf. If a cow is milked regularly, she carries on producing milk. 
Commercial dairy farms are found in every province in South Africa.  

 Sheep are bred for their meat and wool.  Meat from a young sheep is 
lamb and meat from an adult sheep is called mutton.  Sheep are found 
in drier parts of South Africa.  

 Small stock includes goats and pigs.  

 Poultry means birds that are reared for their meat and their eggs. Chicken is 
the main type of poultry.  Ducks, turkeys and ostrich are also poultry.  

 
 

 

Activity 1 

1. Look at page 56 and copy the Farm animals and products information in your 

books.  Remember to write the heading. Decorate this information by drawing 

and colouring- in some of the products.  

2. Answer the following questions.  

a) What are the five main kinds of animals found on stock farms?  

b) Name two products we get from sheep. 

c) Name two products we get from pigs. 

d) Name two kinds of poultry. 

e) Name three farm animals that give us leather.  

f) Name three dairy products.  

 

 

 



Activity 2  

Read the case study about a dairy farm found on page 57 and answer the questions.  

1. Sylvia works on a commercial farm.  What does this mean?  

2. Give two reasons why we know she works on a commercial farm.  

3. Who do you think pays Sylvia for her work?  

4. Where does this money come from?  

5. What do the cows eat?  

6. If you look at the pictures, you can see how the cows are milked. How are the 

cows milked?   

7. How are cows milked on a subsistence farm?  

8. How many times a day does Sylvia clean the milking machines? Why do the 

machines have to be kept clean?  

9. What happens to the milk after it leaves the farm?  

 

 

 

 

 

    

Activity 3  

Look at the word bank below.  Rewrite the paragraph below and fill in the missing 

words from the word bank.  

 

 
chicken    free-range    thousands    commercial   battery  
   
                 water    cages    eggs      poultry     
 

 

 

_____ means birds that are reared for their meat and _____.  _____ is the main type 

of poultry.  Chickens that are free to run around outside and eat the food they find on 

the ground are called ______ chickens.  Most ______ farms do not have free-range 

chickens. Their chickens are called _______ chickens.  This means that they are 

kept in _____ in a building.  ______ are chickens are kept here.  They are given food 

and ______ in their cages.   

 


