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The first term is drawing to a close, and I am sure that staff and learners alike are
looking forward to a break before we commence with our very important and busy
Term 2. Exams commence around 22 May, which is just around the corner! We
encourage learners to start preparations early in the new Term, so that they are
ready when exams begin.
This has been a full and productive term, and I would like to take the opportunity
to thank everyone on our big Loreto family for their hard work and enthusiastic
service to our School. Our Board, Finance Committee, Ethos Committee, and all
other staff members – teachers, admin staff, support staff, day-care staff and the
tuckshop team – thank you for your hard work!
To those who will be travelling, please do so safely! Keep a mindful watch on the
coronavirus situation, so that you are not exposed to unnecessary risk.
On a different note, we will be celebrating St Patrick’s Day this week, on the 17 th
March. Saint Patrick is a saint of the Catholic Church, and his holy day is the day of
his death, rather than the day of his physical birth. After spending most of his adult
life converting the pagans of Ireland to Christianity, St. Patrick went to his reward in
Heaven on March 17, 461 AD.
St. Patrick used the shamrock to preach about the trinity. Many claim the shamrock
represents faith, hope, and love, or any number of other things but it was actually
used by Patrick to teach the mystery of the Holy Trinity, and how three things, the
Father, The Son, and the Holy Spirit could be separate entities, yet one in the same.
Obviously, the pagan rulers of Ireland found Patrick to be convincing because they
quickly converted to Christianity.
Patrick preached and converted all of Ireland for 40 years. He worked many miracles
and wrote of his love for God in Confessions. After years of living in poverty,
traveling and enduring much suffering he died March 17, 461. The original colour
associated with St. Patrick is blue, not green as commonly seen today.
He died at Saul, where he had built the first Irish church. He is believed to be buried
in Down Cathedral, Downpatrick. His grave was marked in 1990 with a granite stone.

www.loreto.co.za
pa@loreto.co.za
012 326 6342

Patrick was a humble, pious, gentle man, whose love and total devotion to and trust
in God should be a shining example to each of us. So complete was his trust in God,
and of the importance of his mission, he feared nothing - not even death.
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From the Principal’s Office

General News (HS and PS)
SCHOOL CONTACTS:
General Enquiries and Reception – Mrs Mateka – 012 326 6342 (switchboard) reception@loreto.co.za
Executive Principal – Mrs Truter – principal@loreto.co.za
Executive Principal’s Office – Mrs Stoman – pa@loreto.co.za
Admissions – Ms Westra – admissions@loreto.co.za
Finance and Finance Matters – Mrs Swart – finance@loreto.co.za
Primary School Deputy Principal – Ms Hill – michelleh@loreto.co.za
High School Deputy Principal – Ms Alves (previously Mrs Pinto) – mariaa@loreto.co.za
EMIS Officer – Mrs Swanepoel – admin@loreto.co.za
Sports and Physical Education Queries – Mrs Haupt – sherilynh@loreto.co.za

Website (for booklists, school fee info, bank details, calendar, newsletters and other information)

www.loreto.co.za

A big congratulations to Tiego Mokoena and Deborah Idowu for making it to the
second round of the D4 Tshwane Netball trials.
We are so proud of you!
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CONDOLENCES
The School community was shocked and saddened at the passing of Uncle Johnny, who
was part of the team at the tuckshop. Our deep sympathy goes to the Balanco family –
he will be sorely missed. We continue to pray that the Lord will comfort you in this difficult
time.

Accounts
A kind request to ensure that all accounts are paid monthly as required. The preferable
method of payment is still an EFT payment or a credit card payment at school. Cash
payments should be limited and preferably done at a Standard Bank branch. It is very
important to use the 4-digit unique account reference which is linked to your account.
We have again included our regular finance section with instructions regarding the
payment and referencing of accounts.

EXTRA fees, BOOKS, BUILDING LEVY
All of the above should be paid in full by now.
By the time school starts in April, ALL fees for Term 1
should be paid without exception.

CORONA VIRUS UPDATE
The School communicated our action plan to parents and staff last week. We are prepared
and we await events as they unfold. We would like to reiterate that communication and
co-operation are key to a successful fight against the spread of COVID-19. The
Department of Education issued a circular informing schools of procedures to be
followed in the event of exposure or confirmation of COVID-19 cases. Our procedures
and action plan are in line with this circular.
We continue to monitor the spread of the virus, and the affected Provinces.
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Arrangements for dropping off and collecting Learners:
We have had a number of complaints from members of our parent body regarding the behaviour
of some parents when dropping learners off in the mornings at the Nana Sita entrance, and again,
when collecting them at the Visagie Street gate.
It seems that parents tend to stop in the middle of the street lane when there is space on the
pavement, or they should be using the entrance and driving into the school. They stop in the street,
learners will get out of the car, take their time to get bags out of the car, some parents will still
comb their children’s’ hair while traffic congests and they make it difficult for other parents to park
on the pavement. Some even block the way for parents who want to drive in or out of the parking.
In the afternoon a lot of parents simply stop their cars in the road at the gate, in front of the daycare, for the learners to jump in, instead of parking their cars in the spaces provided. Many times,
learners are waited for and nowhere to be found, and every parent will be at the mercy of the
parents and the learners until they (learners) come to the car. This despite a notice board asking
them not to do so.
Parents often park in front of our entrance gate in Nana Sita Street during the day, again, despite
the sign on the gate asking them not to do so. Visitors to the school cannot enter or leave the
premises. We have also had a situation where an ambulance carrying a very ill child could not leave
to take her to the hospital because a parent had parked in front of the gate and had to be located
first and asked to move his car and only then could the ambulance leave.
Please can we ask parents to consider each other, and the School, and for us all to work together
to ensure that we respect each other, as well as the rules of the road and school.
We would also like to appeal to parents NOT to send any learner to School in the following
situations:
 if the learner has a fever
 if the learner has any rash on the body (can be chicken pox, measles or other illness)
 if the learner has vomited/had diarrhoea (attend to by a doctor please) and do not send the learner
back to school until vomiting/diarrhoea has completely stopped for more than 12 hours
 if the learner has influenza (temperature, coughing, runny nose, body aches or a sore throat)
 if the learner has a swollen, itchy or red eye(s) (first exclude pinkeye by a doctor)
 head lice (until successfully treated)
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PRIMARY SCHOOL

H

Thank you to all our class representatives who attended the meeting on Thursday, 05
March. It was a very positive meeting and we look forward to seeing the many plans
come to fruition.

H

We are encouraging all learners and teachers to bring any old clothes, which are clean
and in good condition, to school to contribute to “Mary Ward’s Closet”. These can be
both school clothes and home clothes. The learners can then visit the closet and choose
clothes for themselves, without any money changing hands. Anyone is welcome to visit
and take clothes, even if they have not brought in any clothes. The aim of this project is
to encourage good fellowship in the school, and to provide for members of the school
community who might be in need of clothing.

H

Clubs, sport and extra lessons for Term 1 will end on 13 March. Term 2 activities will
start on Monday, 06 April. New letters regarding extra lessons will be sent home early
next term.

H

Senior Primary Choir parents are to please take note that choir practice takes place on
Tuesday afternoons, from 14h00-15h30, and the girls may not leave before the end of
the session. Please make alternative transport arrangements if necessary.

H

All Primary School children must wear their sports clothes on Wednesdays for the
Activity period. All the Primary School children will be doing general fitness during their
Phys-Ed periods next term.

The timetable for Phys-Ed is as follows:


Monday: Grade 1F, 3P and 3V



Tuesday: Grade 1D, Grade 4 and Grade 5
5

H



Wednesday: Grade RN



Thursday: Grade 6



Friday: Grade 2D, 2K and Grade 7

All Foundation Phase parents are requested to send in a box of tissues and a packet of
sealed sweets for next term please.

H

The Foundation Phase (Grade R-3) Parents’ Evening will take place on Tuesday, 17
March from 16h00-18h00. Please use the Visagie Street gate and park on the field. All
the teachers will be in their classrooms. Please ensure that school fees are paid up to the
end of February in order to receive your child’s report.

H

The Senior Primary and High School Parents’ Evening will take place on Wednesday,
08 April.

H

We would like to encourage our children and parents to contribute to our Outreach
projects. We would like all items to be in by Monday, 16 March so that we can distribute
our donations to the various organisations by the end of term.

H

A reminder that photo money, together with the order form must be in by Monday, 16
March.

H Our Poetry Festival for the Grade R-4 will be taking place on Monday, 16 March. The
program starts at 9h00 and will be done by 11h00. The class teachers will send more
information to the relevant parents. Learners MAY NOT leave with their parents after the
Poetry Festival; it will be a normal school day after the festival.

H

Please check that your child has all the necessary items of uniform and that everything is
marked. Grade 4-7 girls MUST have a blazer. The uniform shop at school is open between
12h00 and 15h00 on a Monday, Wednesday and Thursday and is closed on Tuesdays
and Fridays.

H

Please note that the Nana Sita Street gate closes at 16h00 every afternoon. Children
must be picked up through the Visagie Street gate after 16h00. Day care children must
be picked up by 17h30 please. Failure to collect learners on time from Daycare will result
in a fine that will be billed to your account.

H School closes on Wednesday, 18 March at 14h00 and reopens on Wednesday, 01 April.
Thank you to all our Primary School parents for your continuous support and enthusiasm
during the first term.
6

TERM 2 AFTERNOON
ACTIVITIES
TUESDAY
GRADE 6, 7 & 8 BEGINNERS HOCKEY
SP CHOIR

14H00 - 15H00
14H00 - 15H30

WEDNESDAY
NETBALL MATCHES

14H00 - 16H00

THURSDAY
TENNIS COACHING GRADE 4 - 7
UNDER 12 & OPEN NETBALL

14H00 - 15H00
14H00 - 15H00

FRIDAY
MODERN & BALLET
SOCCER BOYS GRADE R & 1
SOCCER BOYS GRADE 2 & 3
TENNIS COACHING

14H00 - 17H00
13H30 - 14H30
14H30 - 15H30
14H30 - 15H30
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HIGH SCHOOL
H

The first meeting of the Loreto Parent Community (or, previously, PTA) took place on 05
March, with seven parents in attendance. Communication will be sent regarding further
attempts to establish a platform where parents can interact.

H

On 1 April 2020, the High School will close at 13h00 due to a meeting with the Department
of Education. All teachers will be in attendance. We apologise for any inconvenience and
request that transport be organised accordingly.

H

Please familiarise yourself with the School policies which are available on the school’s
website. It is important that parents read these policies to be aware of our processes and
procedures.

H

We wish the matric class of 2020 all of the best for this special evening on Thursday, 19
March. A kind request that parents ensure that their daughters attend school until and
including Tuesday, 17 March. On this day, Matrics will meet with the teachers who are
praying for each them. They need not attend school on Wednesday 18 March, but it is
important that all of them attend school until Tuesday 17 March.

H

Reports will be handed out on Tuesday, 07 April. Please note that all learners will receive
an envelope. These envelopes will contain information pertaining to the Parents’ evening of
Wednesday, 8 April. Learners who receive their reports on 07 April - their parents need not
attend the Parents’ Evening unless they need to address an issue with a specific subject
teacher. Learners who do not receive a report could be for one of two reasons - fees have
not been paid up to the end of March, and therefore it is being withheld, or there is an
academic concern and we need parents to attend the Parents’ evening of 8 April to receive
the report and to discuss academic performance with the subject teacher.

H

School closes on Wednesday, 18 March at 14h00 and reopens on Wednesday, 01 April. We
wish all a well-deserved short break. The second term is very short and exams will commence
as from 22 May. Further notification will be sent regarding this next Term.

H

Term 2 compulsory extra lessons will start on 06 April, while other extra curricula (sport
and cultural) will start 14 April.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Friday 13 March





Sports, Clubs and Extra Lessons end
Poor Money In
Grade 7 Camp (10 to 13 March)

Monday 16 March



Speech Festival Grade R to 4








St Patrick’s Day
FP Parents’ Evening
Grade 7 Retreat
Term 1 Ends
School Closes at 14h00 for holidays
Stations of the Cross in the Cathedral (07h45)

Thursday 19 March



Matric Dance

Holiday Camps




24 – 27 March: HOCKEY CAMP
27 – 30 March: NETBALL CAMP

Wednesday 01 April



School Opens for Term 2

Tuesday 17 March

Wednesday 18 March
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FINANCE MATTERS
Statements have been sent out to parents. If you are not receiving our bulk mails, please do let us know.
Email addresses such as those with Yahoo often do not allow our bulk mails through. Please check your
junk folder or contact your IT team (at work) to allow our mails through, if they are not working.
The billing for 2020 has been set up and applied to accounts. Any family discount will be done monthly,
and not annually as in the past. If any settlement letters are required, please request them as soon as
possible from finance@loreto.co.za so that Mrs Swart can assist you.
Please note that school fees are payable UPFRONT, by the 7th of every month. Overdue accounts will
be followed up by the Principal and finance team. In order for the School to stay operational, parents
HAVE to pay their school fees on time.
We have a large number of payments that have been made into the school’s bank account that do not
have any references, or incorrect references. If you have made one of these payments, please do send
your proof of payment to Mrs Swart at finance@loreto.co.za so that she can allocate it.
We would also like to appeal to parents to PLEASE reference their payments correctly – ESPECIALLY REREGISTRATION PAYMENTS later in the year, as it is almost impossible to allocate correctly, or understand
what is being paid for. Reference payments as following please:

The reference is your four-digit family code number, NOT the old family code or your surname or the child’s name (in this
example, NOT MOK012 please)!
Thereafter, please indicate what the amount being paid is for. This means, that for this account, the correct bank
references will look like this:
1017 School Fees
1017 Re-Reg
1017 Day Care
1017 Extra Fees
Please also do try to pay correct amounts, as the system gets confused when large amounts are paid that do not match
any amounts. When amounts are correct, and referenced in this way, the system is able to allocate to the account 10
automatically and mistakes are avoided.

“O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.
“We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus,
keeping your faith firm.
“You, Salvation of the Roman people,
know what we need,
and we trust that you will provide for those needs so that,
as at Cana of Galilee,
joy and celebration may return after this moment of trial.
“Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform ourselves to the will of the Father
and to do what Jesus tells us,
He who took our sufferings upon Himself,
and took up our sorrows to bring us,
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
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