
 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE: 01 JUNE 2020 – 05 JUNE 2020 (5 days)  MRS B BRUWER 

GRADE 8 ENGLISH WORK 

 

Hi Ladies, 

Most of you know me as your old EMS teacher. Whilst Mrs Tshabangu-Manaka is on 

maternity leave I will be taking over for her. I am very excited to be able to work with 

all of you again! 

This English pack will be compiled of:  

1. Comprehension 

2. Revision exercises on language 

Pease use your study guide as a reference to any language questions that you might 

have.  

3. Poetry pack 

The Poetry pack includes four different poems. Each of these poems will be 

accompanied by a ‘Poetry Analysis Sheet’ that you will have to complete. Please 

make use of the notes on figures of speech you have received earlier in the term to 

help you wherever you need be.  

I will clearly indicate how and what needs to be done for each of the following weeks 

to come. And everything will be diligently marked when you arrive back at school. 

Please use this time wisely to complete all of the work to the best of your ability. 

Majority of the marks for Term 1 was below average. In the following weeks to come 

we will do some extensive revision on comprehension, concord, tenses, direct and 

indirect speech. 

Please do not hesitate to direct any questions you have to the school who will direct 

it to me immediately. I hoped I would have been able to see you all by now. But we 

will all come out of this stronger. Stay home and stay safe! 

 

 

 



Week 1: 01 June – 05 June 2020 (4 HOURS) 

Comprehension 1: 

Read the following article on Albert Einstein and then answer the questions: 

 

Albert Einstein was one of the greatest minds in world 

history. Einstein is known as a brilliant physicist who 

contributed more to the scientific world than any other 

person. His ideas about relativity are the basis for how 

science now understands time, space, energy, and 

gravity.  

Einstein was brilliant in his thinking and far in front of 

anyone living at his time. Einstein, like most brilliant 

minds, was also a very strange and different kind of 

person. He often liked to work away from people and 

family but he also spoke in public about issues that he 

believed in. He was a person who cared about other human beings but his work also 

led to one of the most destructive forces ever known to man, the atomic bomb.  

Albert Einstein was born on March 14, 1879 in Ulm, Germany. His parents were 

Pauline and Hermann Einstein. It is interesting to note that neither of his parents had 

any knowledge in the areas of Maths or science. Even Albert, in his early years, was 

a very shy but curious child who did not seem to be good at anything. In primary 

school, Albert was such an under-achiever in all subjects other than Maths and 

Science that his parents suspected that he might be retarded. As it turned out, Albert 

preferred to learn on his own and had taught himself advanced Mathematics and 

science by the time he was a teenager. 

He dropped out of high school and tried to get into the Swiss Polytechnic University 

in 1895. However, he was made to finish high school, which he did. He left high 

school at the age of 17 but, at this point, he seemed a total failure. 

It was only in his adult life that he achieved greatness and fame: Albert Einstein is as 
one of the greatest people for his contributions towards science. Even up to his final 
days, this genius continued his search for laws that would explain more of the 
universe. To this day, his ideas and theories are still treated with respect. 
 
It is important for all young people to know about Einstein: he did not achieve while 
he was at school, and people thought he was stupid and useless, but he was a great 
man. All young people need to realise that they can achieve in their lives; they simply 
might not achieve greatness early. If they do not achieve at school, they will find 
what they are really interested in and become successful later in their lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Questions 
 
1. Refer to paragraph 1 

 What argument does the writer provide to prove that Einstein was a genius? (4) 

 

2. Refer to paragraph 3 

2.1 What evidence does the writer give us to prove that Einstein was strange?  (2) 

2.2 Why is it unexpected that Einstein should have done work that led to the development  

of the atomic bomb?         (2) 

 

3. Refer to paragraph 4 

3.1 Why did Einstein’s parents think he might be retarded?    (1) 

3.2 How did Einstein learn about Maths and Science?     (1) 

 

4. Refer to paragraph 5 

4.1 What advice do you think Einstein’s parents gave him when he tried to drop out of high  

school?           (1) 

4.2 Why do you think they might have done this?      (2) 

 

5. Do you think Einstein ever got tired of working? Give a reason for your answer. (1) 

  

6.1 For whom do you think this article was written? Give a reason for your answer. (2) 

6.2 Why do you think the writer wrote this article? Justify your answer carefully. (4) 

            
                            [20] 

Activity 1: 

Fill in the correct forms of the words in brackets. Write out the paragraph in full, underlining 

the words you change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                [15] 

 

We must begin (prepare) for the (retire) of our principal. She has (serve) the school for 

thirty years. 

When she first accepted this (assign), she thought she would be at the school for a short 

time. She 

was (happy) unaware that she would stay on for so long. 

She has (rich) the lives of many learners. She has (courage) the (…heart…), helped the 

(need), 

and supported the (anxiety) learners. She has always been fair: her rules are (reason) and 

(practice). 

She (be) (appreciate) and (high) praised by all. 

 

 



Activity 2: 

Complete the sentences below by filling in a/an/the.  

 

1. My mother squeezed ….. orange and added it to the fruit salad. 

2. I asked my mother for ….. cake and so she baked one this afternoon. 

3. I talked to … naughty boy this morning who would not give me his name. 

4. Please do …. work now while I am here to help you. 

5. The artist took out … umbrella to protect his painting from … rain. 

6. You have just passed, by ….. skin of your teeth! 

7. Please call all …. grandchildren; I want to eat now. 

8. I told my mother that I spoke to …. man at the bank who helped us yesterday. 

9. Father will buy me …. truck which I told him about. 

10. The band will provide ….. entertainment at the fete.    

                               [10] 

Activity 3 

Complete the sentences below by filling in the correct preposition: 

 

1. Please fetch the plate ..... the table and put it ..... the kitchen. 

2. The bird flew .… the water and settled in the tree. 

3. Look .... the chair to see if I left my knitting there. 

4. The cook put the pan .... the stove and turned … the gas. 

5. The painter walked ….  …  ….…  ….. the room and left the building. 

6. Do you see that bush …  …  … the house? 

7. My sister will come …. me to the party.. 

8. We were attacked .… a mad man with a knife. 

9. Do not ask .... dessert when you have not eaten the main course. 

10. The fire …. the shack caused a lot of smoke and the people were coughing. 
                               [10] 

 

 

 



Poetry: The Road Not Taken 

Read the following poem and complete the Poetry Analysis sheet either on the paper or in 

your textbook. 

A bit about Robert Frost…  

                        

Robert Lee Frost (March 26, 1874 – January 29, 1963) was an American poet. His work 

was initially published in England before it was published in America. Known for his realistic 

depictions of rural life and his command of American colloquial speech, Frost frequently 

wrote about settings from rural life in New England in the early twentieth century, using 

them to examine complex social and philosophical themes. Frost was honoured frequently 

during his lifetime and is the only poet to receive four Pulitzer Prizes for Poetry. He became 

one of America's rare "public literary figures, almost an artistic institution." He was awarded 

the Congressional Gold Medal in 1960 for his poetic works. On July 22, 1961, Frost was 

named poet laureate of Vermont. 

The Road Not Taken 
BY ROBERT FROST  

 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,  

And sorry I could not travel both  

And be one traveller, long I stood  

And looked down one as far as I could  

To where it bent in the undergrowth;  

 

Then took the other, as just as fair,  

And having perhaps the better claim,  

Because it was grassy and wanted wear;  



Though as for that the passing there  

Had worn them really about the same,  

 

And both that morning equally lay  

In leaves no step had trodden black.  

Oh, I kept the first for another day!  

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,  

I doubted if I should ever come back.  

 

I shall be telling this with a sigh  

Somewhere ages and ages hence:  

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—  

I took the one less travelled by,  

And that has made all the difference. 

 

Poetry Analysis Sheet 

For this sheet you will read and analyse a poem. The following instructions will help you 

uncover the meaning of the poem. 

1. What does the title mean? 

Take a look at the title and reflect on what it means: 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Put it in your own words 

Read the poem two or three times. You will see something different each time you read the 

poem. Write a brief summary of the poem in your own words. Highlight or list some of the 

words (nouns, verbs, phrases) that are important to understanding the poem. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 



3. What do you think the poem means? 

Now think about the meaning of the poem, not just the obvious meaning of each word but 

what they mean beyond the literal. Do these words suggest something else? 

Answer these questions: 

• Who is the subject of the poem? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• What are they talking about? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Why do you think the author wrote the poem? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• When is the poem happening? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Where is the poem happening? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• What is the poet’s attitude? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• How does the poem shift from person to person or between different times or places? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Most poems tell us about a poet’s understanding of an experience so the beginning will be 

different then the end. The change may be in feelings, language (slang to formal), or 

connotation (positive to negative). Explain how these shifts convey the poem’s message. 

Identify different poetic devices and how they convey the poem’s message. 

• Simile – comparison using like or as 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Metaphor – a direct comparison 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Personification – giving human qualities to nonhuman things 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Tone – what emotion does the speaker use as he talks 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Point of view – who is the telling the poem 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Imagery – creating pictures with words 

_________________________________________________________________________ 



• Alliteration – repeating the same letter 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Theme 

Identify the theme (central idea) of the poem. How does the theme convey the poem’s 

message? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Look at the title again 

Now look at the title again. Do you now have a different interpretation of the title? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Begin writing your analysis in your textbook.  

Start with the introductory paragraph. It should contain the title, the author, and an 

explanation of the writer’s position as well as the significance of the title. Include a brief 

overall statement of the meaning of the poem. This will lead you into the body of the 

analysis. In the body of the analysis, discuss how the poem was written, which poetic 

devices were used, the tone, the poet’s attitude, and the shift of the poem from the 

beginning to the poet’s ultimate understanding of the experience in the end. Add your 

interpretation of the poem. 

 


